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THE DEADLINE 

for all games remarked in this issue will ba 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1*f, 198?* 

(Please note how we've changed back to original deadline day.**.) 

Of course some games, esp. LION, ALI BABA and ANACK&ON, w m be offset. 
Pleaee refer to speci f ic game reports for these data • 

lrLit£fi*t*<*L ■£»■£■ c- i f. i A £ <j<i £ o i- <■'»<■ ■£■ i££ 4 «!»t. i,Lf,LL 
GAMEFINDER 

We, the Editors - all one of us - hope you will deign to wade through 
every last word of my brilliant muse. However, if you are unutterable scum 
and choose not to do so, here*s how to find your game report! 

ALI BABA 11, 31, Vf 

ANACREON 37 
AUTISTIC AOUDAD ik 
BISEXUAL BEAR 32 
WILSON S. BISSEL 
CONVOLUTED CASSOWARY 32 
SCHUYLER COLFAX 38 
IL CRESCENDO 25 
DELIRIOUS DIK-DIK 28 
FANISKA 2 
L'HOTELLEHIE PORTUGAlSE 23 
RICHARD Km JOHNSON 38 
LOPSIDED LION 12 

RETURN J, KEIGS, JR. 37, ^3 (an inadvertent duplication) 

NARCOLEPTIC NILGAI 27 
PIMMALI0NJ3 26 

One person has suggested that I encode the 'Gamefinder' with a symbol 
indicating the type of game each name represents* vis. % for Railway Rivalo t 
& for regular Diplomacy, < for a Diplomacy variant , « * I r m not sure of the 
purpose for this coding, but hey J* I'll try anything once* Here are your 
codes J 

((.( 

Clip 1 em and paste ■ em as you see fit » 

+ + = -»• + = +■ + = ++• + + - + + - 1 4-= + + = + -*^ + + = ++ = + + = -•- + = + 4- 4- + = + ("=+ + = + += + +- + +=+ + - + +-+ + - + + = ++=++ 



CIRCULATION this issue 115, and I think you 1 11 find that to be absolute tops, 
as a whole batch of subs are about to expire and X 1 m no longer actively seeking 
new people ( except for Rivals ) • 



NUHEHO ESPECIAL „VIVA MEXICO" 

LA GRA/J Y GLORIOSA 




Volumen XI, Numero 



eX 19 <*e octubre de 19^7 



InaADiuch as most of you do not read Spanish, I won't belabour that part 
of the laaue. However, the little dribble above does serve ae an appropriate 
prelude to thio special Mexican edition of COSTAGUANA, a journal of postal 
Diplomacy and egregious eccentricity placed at your service by Conrad F. 
won Metaske, 5^0 Baltimore Drive. #166, La Mesa, OA 92C42. Home 'phone 
(619) 462-58it3. work "phone - for now, don't try it. 

Subs at my coat, eat, 11. 50 per copy- All sub money must go to Doug 
Brown, P.O. Box 564, Penngrove, CA 9^951- I" Canada, Mark Weidmark, 12 
East Avenue, Brockville, Ontario M^Y 2K?. In U.K. and Europe, Robin ap 
Cynan, Pen Pare, Holyhead, Gwynedd LL65 1PH. In each case, what you do 
is send a deposit of however much you desire i we deduct from that deposit 
until it runs out. Issues will continue until you no longer have enough 
on deposit to pay for the next one, or until you replenish. 

Trades: All-for-all basis only, please ask. No Mutual subs. 

Game fees* Dip* none. Railway Rivals, 12. In either case you Bluett 
maintain a sub. <Notei If at any point you decide not to maintain a sub, 
but still winh to play in your game(e), that can be arranged. The cost 
will be postage plus 5c per page - you" 11 get photocopies of your game 
reports only. This system too will operate on the deduction- from-depoeit 
method.) 



CURRENT dAME OPENINGS! 

1 . Regular Dip, one section, seven required. No fee , just sub. 

2. Railway Rivals — unlimited. $2 fee per game plus sub. 

3. "Blind" ("1801") variant, one section, 13 f«« plus sub. 

I j 1 1 i 1 1 1 t 1 1 1 1 i I I 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 t 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 l 1 t 1 t X 

URGENT ANNOUNCEMENT { Tou will all please take note of my new address and 
*phone quoted above. This ie extremely important. (Players have already 
been advised by special mailer.} When appropriate I will discuss (with 
merciful, if atypical brevity)this situation, but for now I'd rather not* 
Let me say only that, if you ring your moves and a woman answers, she Is 
my mother. (Do not try to give her moves \ ask when 1 1 11 return and ring 
back.) 

As to the address, there are postal forward orders on for both the 
old home and the old p.o, box. Items sent there will be forwarded, but 
there may be up to a week's delay, and I will not be responsible for late 
moves caused by your failure to read thio • 

FOR HEXT ISSUE : Plans for content are already largely firmed, and space is 
already reserved . Ditto the following issue. In effect, this means , do not 
send letters or articles in anticipation that they will see light much prior 
to three issues hence . ¥ou 1 11 find out why. . . -heh hen* . . . 
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GAME OPSNIUGa listed on the preceding F*ge. for "Blind Di p , n eee comment and 
rules later in this iaeue. r oi- "Si vain," T vA.ll continue 4.0 solicit player^ 
and begin go^eu ?*& l"~ng ao thee ire an in to rest ; I now have multiple copies 
«ll i*af3 1 n clip hence ^a couple of dotpn □ r them,) * Tf you want to i>lay T 
first go b"y the gene C#1"> postriid fr'-in me, or -oughly »1B i^i your local 
shop)* then Jo.n the next opei- section (f«e 3?, cost cf Jiap Sl-S^>, plus 
the same old COi^TA. jub you've be-^n renew! nf* yefir after year anyway) * 

As to tbo R*»gul ar gariij c-r-e.i , i Hi-, will he the last regular Dip game 
OO.TTft will run This nee Lion *i±3 rrmtin open Tor twe more issues ; if it 
fills, i'inei if not, it will W- can"ellel, ard COSTA will begin the process 
I have now nnviei^nea fa; it. of gradual tonv^-Bioti to othor thinr-s (rainly 
Hlialp and, eoorsr or later, Empire Builder, Rail.* Through the Rockies, 
und ponfelbly othe- rail r-~ meo. Yoo'i: never guess what ray dream is....? 

But d-.n*t be .jiale.l. I'm rot giving up Dip. Quite apart from the 
r-ccasi^nal varif.it, 1 plan to nontlnue actively GMing Dip games - Just not 
here. t : , .9teaa , t * 11 ^e doinff them **y ct-jputer ( PBEM Dip) , on the CompuServe 
n« t wfrk . 

Ary wny - you wan t to clr-v i*ere , now 1 « your list chance • 
/////////////////////////,/ %////////// 

LAT'SST GAME STA p T * & another rivals gune, this time ueinf the one and only- 
fa nttgy k, .p f jr this game oys tens - * Kiddle E>irth f ' bas^d of course on the 
Tolkien fvtjioi, Tf"- 1 announcement was cent on Oct. 1, and initial starts 
and cclour - ' are scheluxed ior Oct- Players are Tony Sqit, Hebin a(.Cynan, 

Brian Lor gs t -\ f f , J.eliiida Hoiley and .'.\>ug Brown. It is called • Fanisk*.* 

Aft*r r.n awkward otart, the h ivwlo ■ Spn d Game • 3 3 also moving along, 
with tun-day interval s for build t urns and fourteen-day run tu^na. If we 
can keep to our schedule (a blight ixp^pim may be needed over Chi Istmas 
owl ng to postal ^1 owdcwnn) , we* J 1 be d »ne by UroMndho»s Day ■ 86* » L» d be 
willing 1 if ever I coul£ g»t a saia* goi ng with all p.laycrs wect of the 
Hocklet f to try "'-an'l-IO sind get it over m± A week* sooner. But let *s 
see hou this worka t th? Anyway , this oi.e ia ' Ali Baba, ■ 

? j ; ; ( i ( 1 ; ; t i 1 1 ; 1 1 i ; ; ; 1 : ; i ; i u j; i ; i ; ; ; ; r ; ; ; ; t ; t 

WITH THIS ISSUE we will have cleaned up the entire backlog of letters which 
have been languishing around here. Many which I We dredged out of my boxes 
have proved obsolete, 00 they won't be printed at all* Others are on topies 
that are no longer timely. Still others, it turns out , have already been 
printed. In other words, my files were in chaos; they are ao no longer. 
So - if it isn ' t In here, it ain't coining. And since the next two issues 
( maybe three) will have no letters, we'll be starting the "Mailbox Fllleth" 
bit all over again from scratch when we resume normal opera ti ons * 

1 : I ;;;;;;; 1 ;;;;; i ; 1 ; t ;;;;;;;;;;;;; 1 ;: j 

AMD FlhfAlXY ; it is worth remarking that, despite my outbursts last time 
about all manner of things, not one single person has seen fit to comment 
on anything I saidf (Thio as of Oct. 2,) Oh well, so much for my efforts 
to inject some 11 vel inese • - » • 
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Rod Walker : 

l*d like to make a relatively brief reply to Craig Mills* letter, t still regret that he wants 
me to "have the last word" in our previous discussion. Well, we may yet hear from another party, 
although in fact the case against the "inerrancy" of the Bible Is self-evident to anyone who deals 
with that document with the same objectivity accorded, say, the histories of Flavigus Josephus, Phl- 
lo f Herodotos* Manetho, or Homer. 

Craig's tetter surprised me a little. Generally speaking, these days, my impression has been 
that the "inerrancy" position generally goes with an "election" eschatology. This is the Calvinist 
position on "salvation" — by which Christians mean the question of "going to Heaven or Hell", an 
interpretation of the word I don't use and l suspect (on good evidence) that Jesus didn't use, either. 
The Calvinist position Is that only certain people are going to be "saved", and that these people 
have been "elected** by God "from the foundation of the world". The idea of the "elect** can be 
found in the letters of Paul and in the "Reveleation of John" t among other places. I assumed 
Craig was of this persuasion, and am delighted to find out he Isn't, 

The New Testament is in fact rather schizophrenic on this issue. The "election" and "rem- 
nent" passages ere counterbalanced by many other passages which are far more "democratic" in 
scope implying or saying that an yone who "believes'' will be "saved". This conflict (and it is a 
very real case of conflict and internal disagreement) can only be resolved by special pleadings on 
one side or the other. The Calvinists will argue that, yes, anyone who "believes" will be "saved", 
but only the "elect" will truly "believe". Those who prefer the "democratic" interpretation, as 
C'aig apparently does, must argue that the "elect" and "remnant" passages are somejiow more sym- 
bolic or allegorical than they would seem, and refer to God's "pre-knowledge" of whom would be 
saved, rather than "pre-selectlon". These special pleadings, alas. In either case do considerable vio- 
lence to the text as written. Unfortunately, within the context of Judaeo-Christlan theology, the 
"election" eschatology is the more logical. 

The question of "the afterltfe" is so tangled* Intangible, and speculative that discussions of it 
are best left to late-night bull sessions and the quick-buck-book artists. Virtually all human beings 
apparently feel. Instinctively* that the existence and consciousness of the "self" doesn't cease with 
death. That feeling could as easily be wish-thinking as recognition. 

Various religious traditions have answers to such questions, and many people are more or less 
content with them. The Christian answers are solidly based in various (not always in agreement) 
passages In the Bible, Statements by Jesus of Nazareth on the subject might be regarded as defini- 
tive. Unfortunately, every single statement on this subject attributed to him occurs in a context 
which suggests strongly that what we've got is a later rewrite of words really on a different sub- 
ject or a whole-cloth editorial insertion. 

Craig, however, speaks in the more general terms of, e.^-> "God's mercy". I haven't the 
slightest doubt that God is merciful and loving, inherently, I seriously question what practical effi- 
cacy these qualities of God may have in practical human terms. Regardless, however, the entire 
question is exclusively between God and man (or Man in the aggregate), 

God's mercy clearly does not extend to our judicial system. No conversion to any religion, 
however sincere, can be allowed to short-circuit the normal processes of the criminal justice sys- 
tem. Translation: you can't release a killer from prison just because he's become a Christian. 

But this statement goes hand in hand with the observation that our criminal justice system is 
all screwed up. Too many people are still operating on the assumption that "punishment" is the 
purpose of justice. Punishment is really only one means to various ends, among them deterrence 
and reform. The problem is that our prison system hardens far more criminals than it reforms, and 
there is therefore something wrong with it. The experts can't agree on what, and I'm certainly no 
expert. However, while I do not agree with Craig that the case he mentions is a '^sad miscarriage 
of justice", it may at the same time be indicative of one of the things that's presently wrong with 
how criminal justice is administered. 

OK, so this ajn't brief. I have a last monkey-wrenth to throw at the works. This gets at the 
questions of "free will", God's love/mercy, and other items raised in Craig's letter or in this reply. 
It is the most fundamental question of traditional Christianity, and a logical horror gnawing at its 
very roots. 



I* 



"Free will" is an interesting theory, and has been much debated. rt's not necessary here 
to get into Jung, Skinner, RusselT, and all that bunch -- nor even Lewis, for that matter. The fact 
is that "free will", whatever it is and however it operates, doesn't operate in a vacuum. we all 
make our decisions out of the gestaft of our experience* heredity, environment, and so on and so 
on. Pt don't beheve it's possible to argue that if some portion(s) of that gestaft were different, our 
decisions would sometimes be different. So, in that sense at least, "free will 1 * isn't entirely "free". 

Well, how did our gestaft get the way it is? It grew out of other gestalts which existed be- 
for it? and so on and so on, back to the beginning. Which is, of course, the rub. 

In traditionaf Christianity, God is (a) the creator of the universe, (b) omipotent, and (c) omnis- 
cient. That's rather a deadly combination for "free will". A being of this sort doesn't just say, 
"Let there be a universe," in a random fashion as it were, and then waft to see what happens. You 
don't have just any old universe being wifled into existence but a particular universe. Being omnis- 
cient, God wifl know, down to the fast detail, alt the consequences of that particular act of crea- 
tion. Furthermore, being omnipotent, God can alter the initial act of creation so that any individu- 
al consequence will come out different^ -- that is, so that the gesta It on which any given decision 
is based will be different, so that the decision will be different. Therefore, every single event in a 
universe created by such a God represents a conscious choice to have that event occur rather 
than some other event- Therefore, not only is "free will" an illusion in such a universe, such a 
God bears the total moral responsibility for all the events with__in it. The fundamentalist/tradition- 
alist Christian argment that "sin" represents conscious choices by Individuals and/or a mythical "first 
ancestor" is a logical howler, because an omnipotent/omniscient God could have arranged the uni- 
verse so that the conscious choice at issue would have been made differently* and the human will 
would be no less "free" than It rs now, and yet chose not to. 

The traditional argument that God chose not to control the human will is a straw man. He 
doesn't need to control the will, but merely the gesta 1 1 out of which a given decision arises — 
and that control is an inevitable consequence of the act of creation by a God who is omnipotent 
and omnisrcient. If you argue that God somehow does not control the gesta It, you are perforce ar- 
guing against omnipotence (or omniscience, or both). And once you suge^t that God is not omnipo- 
tent (or omniscient, or both), the real argument then become, by how much does He fall short of 
that Ideal? (My argument Is that He falls short as much In His way as we fair short In ours, but 
that's not only another letter but probably a book.) 

In fact, however, if you read the early sections of Genesis, you're going to see omniscience, at 
least, given very short shrift. God Is clearly surprised when Adam and Eve eat from the forbidden 
tree. He Is clearly nonplussed and disappointed by the performance of humanity prior to the 
"Flood". Indeed, the traditional theology is involved with so many difficulties in the Old Testament 
in general and Genesis in particular, that it's no wonder the Gnostics declared that the "creator 
God" Yhwh In the Old Testament and the Abba of Jesus fn the New are two different entitles, 

I don't wish to belabor this point. Clearly, modern religion, for afP its exalted theology, 
is built upon a defective logical base. Sooner or later, the time will come to rebuild from the base 
up. Those who may be interested in this possibility might want to delve into the one fictional 
speculation about it I'm familiar with: the "Orange Catholic Bible" of Frank Herbert's "Dune" ser- 
ies* Check out, particularly, the sections in Toe Pune Encyclopedia dealing with it. I often wonder 
whether Herbert's writing isn't to some degree predictive, or even prophetic (which is not a syno- 
nym for "predictive"— if you think it is, look it up). 




((Repliea and comments are more than welcome - this is getting more in- 
teresting by the moment I - but I must warn you that ve T re looking at 3-4 months 
before they'll be printed....)) 
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BLIMP DIPLPKACY (or 1flOl DIPLOMACY) 

A variant designed by Doug Brown. P.O. Box ?8U* Penngrove, CA 9**95*!-05S** 

The atartios countries and nap are ail the same as standard Diplomacy* 
There are only two changes . First f you have no view from heaven of the 
entire board (there are no spy 'planes to show you where everyone moved?* 
Second , the addition of Spy/Scout units has been made • (Henceforth * these 
will be referred to simply as • spy , 1 ) 

Since your units will not have an overview of the entire European battle, 
they will be keeping their eyes open, but as they attack, stand, support or 
convoy , they will be seeing di f f erent things depending upon how occupied they 
are* 

Stand - Order allows you to see all bordering areas. 

Support - Order allows you to see all actions taken in the province you 
are in and the province you are supporting, and in one additional area bor- 
dering you. Tou feuat specify in which direction you wish to look. Example : 
If you are in Sevastopol, whether army or fleet, you nay look to Black Sea 
while you are supporting Moscow. 

At tack — Order permit a you only to see actions taken in the area you 
attack and the area you attacked from. 

Convoy - Order allows you to see actions taken in the place you picked 
up the army, the sea that you occupy, and the place you drop off the army. 
If the convoy goes across two seas, this still applies. Your dropoff point 
would be where you put the army on the second fleet ■ 

Always, when you see a province, you see any supports and attacks on 
that area . Example: If in Sevastopol and you are supporting Moscow, you 
would also see any attacks on or supports for Moscow, even if they are 
coming from the St, Pete side. 

SFY/SCOUT t You automatically receive a Spy for every three centers you 
own* Fractions less than three do not add to this total * Examples : 1 to 
2 centers , zero spies t 3-f> centers, 1 spy; 6 to 8, 2 spies, etc. 

Since spies are sneaky and only a single person, they can always get 
their hands on a boat, therefore they are amphibious* At the outset, the 
Initial spies ( everybody gets one in the beginning ) start the game in the 
following provinces and belong to the player in charge of that province at 
gamester t: Lon, Par, Hun, Yen, Vie, Con and War, All future spies may be 
built in the winter after armies and fleets are built. These new spies nay 
be built wherever you current ly have an army or fleet unit . They do not 
have to be built in a home supply center, unless you wish to do so and have 
an army or fleet in that center* 

The advantage to your spy is that he can travel up to three spaces in 
a single turn* However, you don * t know what your spy sees until he re joins 
one of your regular units* Also* when yon send your spy out into the field, 
he has a complete set of orders that he must follow* He may not have con- 
tingency orders (he*s dumb, you see). For example* With your spy starting 
from your army in Warsaw, you may order your spy as follows: Spring 1801. 
War-Sil-Hun-Kie. Fall 1801, Kie-Ber-Pru~Lvn, etc. Whenever a spy comes in 
contact with one of his own units, he breaks off his order and reports his 
findings. 

Spies move after the normal spring and fall moves but before any retreats. 
The spy sees no actions (such as who attacked whom, or supports * etc • ) but 
only reporte who is in what province at the end of a spring, fall, etc* 
For spy purposes, a retreating unit goes unnoticed (because the retreat 
may be off the board, or to a different province)* 



Spies may help jou with either olfenpff or dpfpne*. You '.an keep, a 
' Bpy circlirg are ib at 1 yorr back and s€ 3 approa ;hinc; enemies trying to sneak 
iii* Or yon can stiid your spie^ to regions where you plan future attacks* 
The- oneLiy nw er e*f 3 yr>ur spy- Sp + es cannot be killed or captured except 
bv loienn of supply centers end th s forced de— build of u spy if insufficient 
cents, b are aelf 8 * 

C Lhe •* etz-at «£iefl to nnte repardirg epylnc* Remember the t if you- army 
Variav i«i at tacklr. j {Jalicia, thai army only sues v;«rsaw urd Galicla. You 
may i-arit ''our Waroi w Fpy to wio>e W*ir-rru-Si 1— Qal. ^.f your move succeeds 
it to Gr, licifi wi t/i t he a. my, yo^t w^uld e « t a report on ;ni to in Prussia and 
Sllesii as B-it *-?memb.-r, If your s^aiy mure to Galicia fails, your spy 

sMll pjoes to OaMcia. Therefore, ! .t is nec ( jsary to supply your scout with 
long orders ^ef ire .ie lt?av : s I oth* rwise t i n the preGont case , he * d Just sit 
lu Gelid** forever ii yoi- never pet your ermy into d^licia). So vhile the 
abo-'e Rpj order nay be a great Sprang t8oi or^er t do remember to make a fall 
*rder, and perhaps wore , *n make s ire your nry even tually gets back to one 
of your own unltF* 

Spy reports will come back wi th ^he season the o yy was in the prorince 
and wh(*t vFati Bfsn i ] tha L prq^nce. 

As for rtUj.njng this gane in f^OSTA, I -eed seven people to sign up with 
pr-ferenrn u fl !,. Ti lt GM thc f i rst on*. Tho only rer«rta that will appear 
in CO^TA will hn pr^se - lincrt move rrauite are p-^r published* F^ach player 
*ill receive hin/iier Ir-divf.dual moves and (lightings frivately. Game fee for 
poat&ge is h eacl. • 

((douri^ Jike a fir-j, fut "rolici I * >1 love to have it tried here, and 
the list is now or^n. You ma'' -dviee Do^g -iirectly , or tall me • Send the 
(3 only to i^otiff » however, 

((1 ds- have a few Questions an! comments on the rules, which I'd like 
to pvt cut in 7iuV"M-*r t hoping thut Doug will answer and/or that others will 
oorraat. This will be the one exception to my stated advice that the next 
.ioupV- of "ssuer are fiJl^; replies to this issue will be printed regardless. 

( C 1 * I_t the efti-ly example 01 a unit in Sevastopol ordered to support 
and loc'cin^ out int ; the Black "ea in addition, niev I suggest a rewrite to 
give n clear statement that a un*t of either type can look into a province 
regardless of whether the unit could actual ly move or support there? That 
is, an array in Sev* can 'look' into Black even though it can't go there; 
likewise, a fleet £Jev. can look to Ukraina. 

( (2. On tho matter of multiple— fleet convoys - are we to understand 
that the sequence A Nap-Tiny t t' Ion and Eas (C ) Nap- rimy , because it is a 
multiple, does not 'see* Smyrna? Ia this answer different depending? on 
whether the convoy succeeds or fails? 

C C 3- If you * see * any attacks and supports on a given province , do 
you see the nature of that attack in depth, or Just the fact of an attack? 
for inatano« f in the doubl*-oo-ivoy example ir the last put, would a unit 
lidding in Smyrn* nee Just the fact of an attack, or would it see the spaalflo 
nature of the attack (via * convoyed army)? 

Lon^-term apy orders - I gather that, at any tim* the ftpy i« in 
a Province with on* a f your own units, you may issue whole new orders for 
the future even if L!>>r« still exist unfulfilled prior orders - if this is 
tne aiCe, I suggest nulling it nut speei f ioally. 

<(5* Whan yau stdte that any time * spy meets on* ft f your urtitH, it 
"braakrt off" *nd report^ - rte-w« that «if»«n i'. deen jia£ finish off Its move 
i( «(**fie 01* it nat jet mt.4*7 tan h.iv» A Horjg ftp* liiev^n (War) * Utf .-. 
Ms^ - Livn. Fj^pr it et^p in MAa6 4w ftnd ntt*, r % or ^see it paperfe ifi /iofioow 
continue f.i^nnMi 
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( { Oh T and finally : Doug ( in an 'aside, * asks how to get this game 
regis tared with the various variant "author it ies, 11 i.e . the variant hank 
and the Mill er Number Custodian. Consider it done, Doug ; by virtue of i ts 
publication here, it will end up in the Variant Bank at Fred Davis' house * 
and the Miller Han, Fred Hyatt, also gets a copy* So you are now 'official* 
and ' legal* 1 

((SOI LETT'S PLAYl)) 

hh 11 11 It hi hh th hi IL Lh li IL LI hi LL hi 11 hi 11 hh hh It hi II hh 

ERIC OZOQ (P.O. Box 5225, Munda Park, AZ 86017) is attempting to start a 
postal section of the commercial game "Warrior Knights , " and has put to- 
gether an excellent set of rules and postal modifications. I am not in 
a position to join in, but I have had occasion to look over the game and 
study Eric 1 a rules and have the impression that this could be an extreme 
fine bit of fun. If you have any interest in this game - whether or not 
you wish to play - I'd suggest you send Eric a 22c return envelope and get 
a copy of .his efforts ■ 

///////////////////////////////////////////// 

OH, ALL RIGHT , I ' 11 give you a very quick synopsis of what caused my new 
address • Jean and 1 have separated* We don' t know yet whether it * a permanent 
or transitory, but at least we are discussing it in what I'll call a "warmly 
civil and respectful way." I promise not to bore you with a big long essay 
on the reasons and backgrounds t suffice it to say that all of the various 
trials I 've mentioned in past issues, plus a few I haven ' t , combined to put 
us both so thoroughly on edge and at odds that we decided, rather suddenly 
on a very explosive Sept. 15th, that it was tine to call things off for a 
while* So I (you'll pardon a slight embarrassment here, but finances made 
it essential ) went back to mommy's house. If this drags on, I 'll get my 
own place soon" - somewhere where I can respectably entertain my thousands 
of girlfriends and mistresses (or, maybe, hold a Dip game). If, somehow, 
Jean and I work it out - rough guess, it's about 50-50 - then I'll be back 
at the old place shortly. And for now, 1st * s leave it the re. 

A million thanks to those who have guessed the truth and have sent 
messages of support - I needed that , and thank you for them • COSTA, by 
the way, is not affected; it's largely self-supporting now, and time is 
not currently a problem. 

1 1 ' ' ? ( it 1 ; 1 ; it i 1 f ; ; ; u it ; 1 i s it ; ; t ; 1 ; t ; a \t 1 ; a n 1 1 

WHAT FOLLOWS , over the next two pages, is the Melinda Holley column - once 
again, a great gem. Except this time I am required by law to Issue a number 
of warnings: 

1. Check with your doctor before indulging in patent medicines* COSTA 
does not endorse the items listed* 

2. Check with your psychiatrist before getting on a roller coaster. 
COSTA does not endorse risking heart attacks. 

3. Check wi th your otologist before putting on a Walkman and turning 
Van Hal en all the way up, COSTA dote not endorse deafness, part icularly 
when caused by trash • 



Som"> of you ppnfiit? F<iay not km. ,m thi'_.. , . bub 1 havr.- an addict iori. 
*■> 5f»v"»*e «.i"id i net r-ab I e oddictior. . (No, n1 m not referrinq to Tom 
SpI I er-if. T'^t'^ fjrigthe,' ctc-ry. ) I r-pfci' to am Linemen t parks. tie 
the 1 ' l^rqp or sriia * 1 , whnr. I qr^t within £i> miles of my pi-ilse 

pouv-ds, m\ hreathint) quic ken= T my pn 1ms get sticky... wc? 11, you 
qEt the iH"-i. tver-y suniMcr my b=st f y i end * pavt ner - i n-cr i n*-^ , 

JJonnfl , ar-d T m^ke a fil qr amm.*ge ' ■■ K i ng* ^ Isl Arid wh l ch is I ocst ed 
just noi" th ■-■ f C i i ic i •'mat x . 

"i Ji i v«^^ ■ ' i *- wa- Donna' ^ t urn tic. ^r i ve iO I ^ i g tired I com Id sUt-'p 
3^**=. t wV plsf-npd Imv.. h£?twp>?n &t^i> and 7 aw. > Since we 

wui.ll'1 onl^. be gone* I ninht, pac.i--.irm wati s.iinpl---. One grocery b^ g 

would g'iff ice. Howpv^r, my fiiother ob'ected. What reputable 

rflr-i. j 1 wo "J 1 d a M ow somport'i' t o chjck i n wh their 1 uqqape 

crons ste r < of nr^nery ba' 1 IJka*>. . . I dragqpd out > z 'litcase and 

t h rpi ■ ins _ <me clut'-inn. 

ppck^riL mv purre r "?q ti i re d a li^tia more pf fort - Si nee I *.ea r 

q 1 I Iip-J t ■_• Mke s stuHy q 1 as** case si nee 'jOK of thi? rides 
1 z-i-i 1 d bt. on i_ ■_ u 1 d lo&e mf t tie g 1 asses re a 1 quick. Camera * 

t i 1 n i ; money : sunscreen ( I burr* vei y "?asi ly> ; and Final ly, 
i^spt rcrsnir. fl^nercrernr has bPC'-me indespt'nei ble. It is very 

qood for r ^:h i nq muse 1 e^ and t a-. 1 * vr d i scovered , ach i r.q feet - 
It' ? btttpi than r. Gay * tioesn 1 t prne 1 J . 

I figu.'Bd 1 '■-eedtd to get *-< r 1st er th in fi am A my mot her set 

her alarm clock. l-'hy didn't- I se mine? Easy. . . 1 don't have 

one. Hnd evpr« if 7 did, it wou Id do me no good. I can 

1 i t era 1 ly s i et=?p through anyth i ng. I have had the stereo 

earphunp-i crankfcd up to "1Q", p'« t on Hal en, and st ILL gone to 

s 1 ppp. 

Be all night I tossed & turned, wondering if morn would hear the 
a t arm - 1 o-k. fib out 3 am I rea 1 i z"d r wou Id not be able to get 
any slerp until T heard two thing^i 1) the alarm clock ringing; 
and 2 ) morn get I i nq up. Then I could sleep l.nowi nq mom would get 
mt» up. 

S Lire enough, as soon as I heard the a 1 arm r i ng and morn get up, I 
fel 1 asl eep. Morn a a id she woke r.ip pjp about lO Minutes 1 at er but 
1 know it W£is only 2 minutes. 

Nonetheless, I was dressed and ready bv the time Donna arrived. 
Ofter making prcr-i i se'_ to my mother that I wouldn't ride 

anything dangerous f wh icli is a J udgement call. . - what I cons i der 
dangerous probably doesn* t co ■ nc id** with my mother 1 s idea of 
(JarigeruLiS > , left. 

With on 1 y £ quick stops (one for breakfast and one for me to buy 
^ornt.* toothpaste. . . I always forget sornet h i nrj ) , we arrived at Kings 
Island. Nc-.*, you don' t simoly go to a place likp Kings Island 

without « game plan. Un less you want to spend your t irne st and i r.g 
in lines < which you 1 11 do anyway), yr-g must plan vour easault. 

Which rides have the 1 on nest liners? Get to those rides f-rst. 
the ) ong^r you wa it, t lie m-irb people arr ivP. Don T t dash a J 1 ov = r 

thp parks thock the rvw-'P arid use your time constructively. 

The newest ride *t Kings E s 1 and »s The- VortwM, Sinot=* it would 

hjv<-' long lineci, we headed tlwt w^y f ii st. The 1 i r .e marker told 
u j we would bt* in Urn for 1 hoi_u-. Wa were *.>j t ual ) v t her* 1 *»ns 
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than 45 mi nut es. It dldn' t seeu 1 ong since the 14 ne st ret cfied 

at-otjrtd The Vortex's track. In other words, you had a front -row 
seat to watch the ride, Which is probably the main reason we 

were i r. 1 i ne on 1 y 45 M i nut es. 

You are et rapped i nto ycur seat , and you have a tot a 1 feel i ng of 
security. Nevertheless, my hands hurt from holding the 

restraining bar so tightly. I had removed My glasses which 

probably helped. I really didn't need to see what was coming. 

Oil the restraints are checked 3 times and off you go. 

Unl ike most rol ler coasters (which i s what The Vortex actually 
is} , the r i ders were quiet. fill making their respect i ve peace 

with God, no doubt . Th at * s what I was do i rig. My f r lend, Donna, 
was mut ter i ng «=.:unet h ing about how a j ury would never conv i ct her 
for killing me. . . but I didn't pay any at tent ion to that. 

I did take the t i me to 1 ook around as we ascended the f i rst hill. 
The height of The V&rte«'s first hill is higher than any other 
ride in the park, including Kings Island 1 s famous roller coaster. 
The Beast, The height of The Vortex's first hill is equal to 

four st or ies of a buildi ng. 

Once at the apex of the hill, you round a corner and pick up 
speed . Then you go down . The angle is very steep. U i thout my 

glasses, 1 couldn't see the bottom. . .which made for a very 
i nterest ing descent . 

Ttie Vortex i nc 1 udes a double loop where I c 1 05Cd my eyes. 1 1 was 
either that or lose breakfast. Then you hit the 

corkscrew/boomerang run. You are turned upside down while 

simu 1 1 aneousl y be i ng rot at ed 3 GO degrees. You do this twice. 

Your last run is through the double helix. That's a 3GO degree 
turn on your side. rts» the car slowed down to enter the loading 
house, both Donna and I were prom i s i ng each other that we wou 1 d 
never do this again. 

When we stopped, the restraining bars are automatically 
disengaged allowing the riders to get out of the cars. For some 
odd reason, my rest raini ng bars didn' t re 1 Base. Now, I was 

real ly serious about not riding this *gain* , . especial ly back-to- 
back r ides. But , not w i sh ing to look 1 i ke a f oo 1 , I wave my a.rms 
in an attempt to gain the attention of the people in charge. In 
the meant i rne, a new set of riders are getting in the cars. So 
what does my best f r iend do? Th is individual who has been with 
me through thick and thin for IE- years. ..this person who knows ffie 
better than anybody else... what does she do? Calmly steps over 
me and 1 eaves me 1 What * s worse. . . she was ami 1 i ng cheerfu 1 ly as 
she did so. 



By this po irit, t he at t end ant s are chpc k i ng the rest raining bars 
for the new r i ders. Now, there* s no way I'm riding this thing 
again So 1 1 et out a ye 11 at the nearest at tend ant • I'm 
gratified to see Donna j uwp ( she wasn' t expect ing me to go to 
that length). When the attendant comes over, 1 explain the 

probl em ; and ^.i ie rel ea^e^, j t manua 1 ly. 

1 * rn not sure* but I think Donna got even with rue for something. 



TO 



((I'm sorry, Melintla, this is the first time in your adventures that 
I've felt wholly ou t of step. I have been on ro lie r c oasterG and eimilar 
'thrill 1 ridea, but I never much liked them, anct 1 haven 1 * been near one 
in at least ten years. Nor will I knowingly r.o a rain* To me, terror is 
not pleasurable; anrt in addition, I have a bit of a phobia about heights, 
to the extent for exam-pie that when driving I have to plan my route in 
a d vane e to avoid certnin bridge e that I j us t can ' t take. 

((And then 1 suppose it'ti worth mentioning my two bad experiences on 
roller coasters. The fir at was minor, really, but damned annoying. I and 
my t he n-Rirl friend were riding the roll-er coaster at Belmont Park in San 
Diego, a ritie long since shut down for safety reasons. I was probably 
twenty* And, of all the absurd t hinrrs , I was dressed in a suit and tie 
complete with French cuffs and fancy cuff links. One of the links must 
have been loose when we climbed aboard , because - bo me where on one of the 
more harrowin," turns - it popped out of my cuff and fell over the aide. 
Boy, was I. mad! My favorite cuff links - worth! And of course there 

was no way in the world to find It, crawling about under the framework in 
the dark* . . . 

( ( The other incident could have been far worse . It was on the Matter- 
horn at Disneyland - the original Mat terhorn, which was much slower than 
the present upgraded version . If you don* t know about the ride, it is 
a coaster in the form of bobsleds speeding in, and out of caverns in the 
replicated mountain. And the bobsled cars are small, and the caverns 
rather narrow. I was there with yet another girlfriend and her two 
children, and we rode two to a sled - I and her son were together. Now, 
I 1 m 6 1 8" tall , and barely fit in these amusement park care in the first 
place j but when I was squeezed into thia little thing with an 8-year-old 
boy in. front of me, a great deal of my gangling body was sticking out 
and not very well stabilized . 

( (So. Up we went, then down we went whipping round the hairpins 
in the caverns, and as we zipped around the sharpest of all, I loot 
fly grip on the sled and my head swung out and hit the wall of the mountain. 

((Now it was not a solid blow; it was probably not much more than, 
a graze v just enough to provide the sensation of contact and the inner- 
skull sound effect, but nothing more* It did no damage t and didn 1 1 hurt 
then or ever. Rut it did sour me forever on roller coasters; I have tried 
one more since, but hated it, and won 1 1 try another. 1 1 n sure it's j us t 
"Hatterhorn trauma , M jus t as niy fear of airplanes is probably linked to 
driving down the freeway in 1979 and glancing up to see a small Cessna 
smash into an airliner and knock them both down Into a block of homes, 
killing 1^6 people . And I *m wi 11 ing to bet that when you add the two to- 
gether, it spells "fear of heights." After all, I used to drive over 
all those freeway bridges I now avoid - but that was before 1979--.* 

( ( However ♦ I woxild gladly, even joyfully , ride the world ' s fastest 
roller c Oanter Over t he top of .San Die go * s highest bridge rather than 
lis ten to even one minute o f Van Hal en. Le t alone at f ul 1 bias t . , . • ) ) 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 

I have just posted a message on the CompuServe bulletin board asking 
for names of people interested in playing (or at least looking into) postal 
Diplomacy. Three ■ replies in 2*+ hours 1 Inc luding one former postal publishe r , 
Bruce Schliekbernd ( PO ICTESME) . Next iah, I'll have a list of all who 
respond, and you Other pubbe rs may feel Free to send n ample s or soli ci ta— 
t ions * 
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RAILWAY ai.VALS - "Ali 3aba" - Oame UK ? (no number yet) - Round One 

This i-F. the so-called "sifted" game, with ten-day deadlines (expanded 
to fourteen durinc the rune ) and ueing the 'intimate' Yorkshi re map* 

One srna 1 1 prob 1 em ; in rny has ty move 1 have 1 ost or ni^fil ed the 
original setup sheet I produced Tor thin p;ame . All has bo en reconstructed 
save one item: The color that KelinHa's line xn using* I'plinrfa, cou] ri 
you please enlighten me? Thanx .... 

Round One - Throws 5-5-5 

WALLACE EXPRESS (Melinda Ann Holley, colour follow^) : laj (Castiefora) - Ml 17 . - 
- Selby. lbs (Castleford) - Wakefield - K12. 1c: {Wakefield) - 

19 - IFT^ " 
YORKlE HA I LS ( Doug Br own, brown ) ! la! ( Doncaster) - e 12 - Kexborough - 

H9. 1bi (H9) - 19 - Barns ley - H6 - H5. 1c; <H5) - 15 - I 1 * - J 3 - 

Penistone ; {F12) - G13. 
OLLIE*S OVKtf LAND FREIGHT (OOF ) (Paul Gardner, "olive drab" - fireen): 1a: 

(Leeds) - Hl4. lb: (HI**) - Castleford; C Df>2 1 - D^'t; (Leeds) - "^1 „ 

1c: <G51) - 150 1 (N1*0 - N17. 

REVENUE: 

WALLACE: ?_0 +6 (Selby) +6 (Wakefield) *? (OOF, N15-N17) (YTRKIE, 19- 

18) = 22- 

YOHKIE : 20 +6 (Hexborough) +6 (Barneley) +6 (Fenistone) *U ('JA1LACK, 19- 

18) = 4a. 

OOF: 20 -7 Tw ALL AGE, N15-N17) = 2A» 

Note the computation of payments to rivals For track built during the 
same round, : One per half -hex of parallel track, plus one for the junction 
in each hex involved. 

DEADLINE FOR ROUND 2; OCTOBER 1*t , 19o7 (a wee bit extra to allow for 
the postal holi day on 0c t • 12 ) . 

THROWS FOR ROUND 2.'. U r 3, 5. 
// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 



N( TE: The above was posted by photocopy to players on Oct. 2. Ditto 
the moves on the next pafie for LOPSIDED LION. They are reprinted here for 
the edification of any interested reader. 

/// /// /// /// /// /// /// /// /// /// /// /// /// /// /// /■ / /// /// /// 
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PWE 220210' ~ Lopsided Lion - Sprint 

Please noto tvro Lhings. (1) ^he. Uenjif ns for ?al5 *901 wni b« Wednesday 
NOVTSMliEn 'i, I'here in ; strong yos.-jl bill of « v ORf "H-L fltr^e in 

C^nad^ around > time of this Jeadlins: if it happens, thf *arae will be 
held by until a reaponable period after t lit titriko is settled, 

AUSTRIA C Me 11 mis Holley); a vie-gal, a bud s vie-gal* f tri-alb. 
ENGLAND (David Pierce): a lvp-yor, f lon-nth* f edi-nvg. 
FRANCE (Tom Engelhardt ) : a par-bur- a mar s par-bur- f bre-eng . 
GERMANY {Ran Ben-lBrael): a mun-ruh, a ber-kie, f kle-hol* 
IT ALT (Bob Acheson ) : a rom-apu. a ven-tri* f nap-ion* 

RUSSIA (T>oug Baker): a moa-ukr* a war- gal * f sev-bla . f atp sc - bot* 
TURKEY (Dan Gorham): a eon-bul. a smy-arm. f ank^bla * 

Hey Dan — are you okay? Did the earthquake today cause any trouble for 
you? I ei nee rely hope you haven* t been hurt by it..** 

FRANCE TO ENGLAND: I speak and write in English. Io this a problem? 

JAHUL! AMande? Esta eg „La COSTAOUANA Hexicant," y en esta edici&n no 
entiendo tu pregunto, . . „ 

FRANCE TO ITALY: Do you write in English or Italian? Ia this a problem? 

JAMUL! It may jue t be that the problem is with the Canadian postal clerks ( 
they may juet be gearing up for their walkout. Don* t panic * ■ * • 

ADSTRlA TO G.M, ; Oh, goodyf Just what I likel Surrounded on all sides by 
susceptible men I . * * * 

JAHUL: It's worse than you think ! If it weren't for a entail log la tics 
problem, like about 3O0O miles* this gane would be GHed by the moat suscept- 
ible of all,.-, (I<m lonolyj care to see the Pacific7) 

A FRIEND OF RUSSIA: Do not wait on enemies i be offensive. Many in this game 
are offensive. The best offense is a good defense (or something like that | 
you can q uote me i f you wish.,**) 

NOTE: For anyone who doesn't know, "Jamul" is the press dateline of the GM. 
You may not use this one; I won't use any other. If you c&re, Jamul (pro- 
nounced "ha-MOOL") is the name of m small town in the foothills east of San 
Diego- I've been using it as the GH * s dateline for almost twenty years. 
So why should I ©top now? 
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ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL PUBLISHERS i I have b«sn asked to upload to CompuServe 
some eanple pages of COSTA by way of an Introduction to the "best 11 1 zine of 
*86-*87, but mainly by way of introduction to postal <versua PBEM) Dip* My 
feeling is that I would prefer to upload a file containing excerpt a from many 
different ' tints, complete with addresses. COSTA may have won the Poll* 
but let's be fair; it is not the sort of thing that gives a particularly 
good intro to the novice. No, I think it would be better if we had bits 
fron DIP DIGEST, DTP WORLD, BUSHwACKER, PRAXIS, BLUNT INSTRUMENTS, etc. - 
items relating to the hobby * not to chat or camping or the impending come- 
uppance of Robert Bork. 

So. If you are a publisher and would like to have some representative 
sample of your 1 sine uploaded, please send me immediately the sample you 
want to represent your work. (No natter what format, I have to put it up 
on the word-processer anyway*) If you have no cample but would wish to be 
listed in a 'games open 1 summary at the end of the upload, please tell me 
that as well • 

I have already uploaded a file giving a general synopsis of the postal 
hobby (giving Larry Poery, Bruce Linsey and me as contacts). I've also up- 
loaded my own PBEM house rules, in preparation for OMing games there. So the 
market has been primed. Send m« your contributions and I *11 put together a 
couple of fascinating files to be accessed by anyone interested from now 
until Doomsday. (Note to British publishers - also Andrew and Thomas - 
I shall be listing you as well, but any excerpts will have to be my own 
choice owing to the time factor.) 



AS I WRITE THIS (Oct. 2), the newspapers are still filled with stories about 
the recent earthquake, and - even though it * 11 be obsolete by the time you 
read this — I suppose it's only reasonable to make some comment on the effect 
this massive disaster had on me. 

The continent is, "No effect whatsoever." 

I suppose that, one of these days, the Big One is going to destroy us. 
On the other hand, I've lived in California for 43 years, and they've been 
predicting the "Big One" the whole time. And you f ll note t eh?, that I'm 
still here... .well, of course, it 1 s like anything else • In Florida they 
quiver in Anticipation of a killer hurricane; in Kansas, it's the killer 
tornado; and out here, it's the earthquake* 

Well, you'll forgive me, but I just ain't gonna worry. I have lived 
through one big one - in 1971, in north Lob Angeles, in which 64 people 
died . I was in a c ineiia that day, and the screen wobbled and the chande- 
lier quivered, and yet I seem to have come out with all limbs intact. 
I've survived a number of smaller ones . And I came through the recent one 
as intact as ever; in fact, I didn't even notice it ( though others around 
me claim to have felt some tremor). 

It is worth remarking that fewer than 1 OO people have died in earth- 
quakes in California during my entire lifetime. That contrasts with an 
average of 5 t 0OO who die every year in traffic accidents in this state. 
To make it even more graphic , on the average , there are more deaths each 
year from attacks by swarms of bees and hornets than from earthquakes. 

On that basis, I hope you'll forgive me if I don't get all that upset 
about th^ possibilities. 

On tht othe.* h-iiid, 1 do have i^. my r^mily ArcM-e p batch of lo tter& 
written to my gr&.-Jfath'*'- fr^m Sar. F'-an^iaco by Charlts Pose, .journal i.'^t 
e.n J nenitfpaitf! of my father, who l*v*d through t n t ir'jportal qu.«iif e of 190>S. 
if you're inclined tu worry titout quakes, fjrset my statistics; read Hi-. 
Rose * letters.... 
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THE AUT IST IC ftOUDAD - Interim 

Tl. in poor RflTne - orihan i hat it was in the first place - I have the 
great 6 3t sy^pa i hy for* It xe simply not d o±ng very weil*»*. 

Recent evr:itn: "arRhul Linuer h™s dropped. Nhen Vu nas bern forced to 
vithurpw. An J to te^ it &\2. off, a big diupuie over ,<iy iioure rclee, Paul 

Milewskt — fur rcisone of pert^ofit"^ principle , and -esp± t^j .ny att ■■ raptflk. com— 
p'-oraise offer - har. affirmed iiis r^Bipnatior. ir proUjt ove: my hout,* rules . 

Please »<ute - FOR " !:3 GECCnD - that I h-ve the titmoe * reeper t ior t 
and fully f,uppjri-, but*' Nhvi'g and haul's actions, v han writ's that he 
hax ..e'pred up f o -. too many g^^es and tcs many 3 tanOlby lis te , I am now 
pa^tialTy burned ou*. :ind have i]irt:>3t ire* tinv_ 3 e 1 t • . .please acceot my 

h'.mbies 1 apol^^ies. I hope Tome, day f o .Tieke up for thin." 

Pai l writ on , "I hare developed cer Lain ^rincples Vy which I 2 i ve . Among 
these arj t ^ot *o p- c k up a hitchhiker who ^ks what pi -t.net this is. l;o not 
df> businjar. with b* ikerage M.riiiS tnaf plea t guilty to a conpie thousand f ilony 
c ounts or wira fraul, nnJ to ; ot pl^y in a game GKed a guy who glibly 
wri tea , "... .under my ^wi? hou^e-ruies, of whinh f admit ionw of you has a 
cony (neither do I),..." Unfortunately, standing- by thes- principles may 
r-reatv the inpressi on of heir^ whining it antagonistic. It ie because I 
bo much enjoy playing in wetl-rufi Dip 3 ojmaoy gabies chat T am vi^hd rawing from 
th 4 .s one. It is not 30 m-jch mj onncem over what ht.s happened already, and 
whe fipr J t jan b<j vnttore* I ar* worried o-er wh; t unpredictable f oolisime£s 
will ocp'ir next." 

Wi'.h regard f c Nhan' j r-omme" to , I muF*. remark that I ha ?e been in the 
ve ry 3.- me po: i t i«"»n ro oite:; tl.it i t ' e p*-in f v 1 * I now h$ je rn old* and 
have - entirely oy experience C - having d^ne it wrong) - ^ome to the foj lowing 
c -*nclua^ ors • (1) T cannot drxnk a fiftii of Scotch per day and expect to 
function to '.he f lea c , ( 2 } 1 cannot L reat -iy wif 0 a pig and expect 

he** to regain at my Leek and call, (3) T cannot play in 300 ldplomacy games 
at once and expect to do well ^ n any of them. 

Still, aespiie the leemraglj "obvious" nature of all of these items, 
it to~k ne (.you h:iow f the tall *$uy with the 15*f I.O.?) over forty years to 
accept them as truths, I nardly think i'm in any position to criticize, 
or endorse criti?:±cm of, a rather shorter man twenty (or so) years younger 
who ha<* suddenly f ound a problem wi th Principle Three ttaut not with the 
other two ) • • . • 

Nhan f my friend t you have nothing to "make up' r for. You are absolutely 
w™ lcon^ an;/ time you want to be here v and we will be honoured to have you, 
Tf jou feel you trust t with draw for a time ard retrench ; but f please * once 
you are revitalized, com* 1 back and lat us have the pleasure of your company. 
We're all pre tv Roci people here , r.nd franl ly , we deeervt- you . 

A nd to Paul . 1 1 m very sot- ry that you were put off by COST A 1 s seemingly 
"glib" approach to the game. I happen to love well-run psmes too j I would 
not have stayed with this hobby for twenty^six years, nor invented postal 
Dip in the first place, if I did not. But you have not the benefit of that 
background » and can judge only From what ie plopped upon your plate. In 
retrospect, I think T * d have done the same thing; after all , I pulled my 
money out of E.F. Hutton too. 

Thank you very much for your candor and y our principles ? never mind 
"that we have no common ground, the f ac t is that this hobby needs more like 
you • Please immediately engage in a program of self- cloning - and I look 
forward to a meeting under better circumstances. 

And with that, I am forced to one conclusion, which pains me greatly: 
Under the dircumgtances , I declare Game 1 9&79 unviable and thus cancelled. 
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However - I hate like hell to just chuck a game in the trash. Ro here 
is my offer to the surviving players (including replacements ) (Bob Addison, 
MoUnda Holley, Bill Rose, Jack McHugh t Stephen Wilcox, and Jeff Hoffman): 
If you wish* I will do this game over. Now countrtee f new seventh player, 
everything . Please aigni fy your preference NOW; if there are nnj yes votes t 
no matter how many , J wi 11 make an arrange men t . 

If not interested, that's fine, but I'd appreciate a reply by return 

mail* 

// ////// // / ////// '/ ////// / / / ' '/ / // ///////// 



Daniel ( (Note: Because of its scattered nature* this letter will be 

Scott presented in stages with intervening commentary . ) ) On behalf of 

Palter the right, I'll be happy to atop babysitting the Kuwaitia/Iraquia/ 

Saudis. When the Inah'e armies take Baghdad and the Saudi oil 
provinces * remember that backing the lesser scum is never worthwhile - We '11 
just sell our souls to Texas/Oklahoma/Louiaiana, then freeze slowly in the 
dark while choking on the exhaust from coal-fired plants . It'll be fun 
watching California run without private eutos. And then you can wait for 
your boy to be drafted to defend our newiy-conquered oilfields in Mexico 
and Ecuador. It*s a nasty world out there.... 

( (True , it i s a nasty one ; but why must w,e continually go out of our 
way to make it nastier? 

((There is no earthly reason for us to worry about what happens between 
Iran and Iraq ; neither country can reasonably be included in any list of our 
Mideast friends t neither provides any significant a hare of our oil ; and 
neither really represents a major threat to regional or world peace — or 
at least no more of a threat without our presence than with it . Actually, 
an argument can be made for the crazies in Iran that our presence actually 
incites them .... > 

((I suggest that we have no worries at all about our oil supply drying 
up merely because we cut ourselves off from Iran/Iraq/Kuwait • Now if we 
were to be cut off from Mexico or Brunei, or see Alaska conquered.... 

( ( No . . ^actually, every scientist worth his/her salt has been preaching 
for years that we have simply got to develop energy sources apart from 
fossil fuels , and we go blithely on our way failing to do so, or doing 
so with inadequate preparation ( c f • Three Mile Island) . Too many vested 
interests, I guess; maybe we already ARE slaves to Texas. But - wouldn't 
it be worthwhile, instead of spending millions to intervene in a distant 
war that neither is needed by us nor needs us, to invest instead in develop- 
ment of safeguards for nuclear generation and effective disposition of 
nuclear was te? Then we could tell al 1 those Islamic loonies to kiss off, 
and confine our dealings to places like Egypt and Oman and Tunisia that 
are governed by human beings, not fruit-cakes and petty tyrants. 

((Don't misunderstand j I am no fan of isolationism. Hy objection to 
Bonnie's intervention policies ie that he doesn 1 t sort them out very well; 
he needs to con fine them to signi f icant , use f ul , potentially helpful times 
and places. But the way Ronnie has been about it, I'm still waiting for 
the Marines to land on Kiribati - they do have a civil insurrection, you 
know. Take a pape from the French book; notice their careful, calculated 
restraint in Chad. They intervened in a very useful way, and held back 
when further action would have been excessive. Now why can 't we do that?)) 
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On n ork* C!:ay t let him lose. The GOP wi 1 1 E gt a cnopaiftn ijent. They 
vill then iiomlnr t* nn equally ri^h t-vin^r type wi ;h no publ record who 1 11 
breeae througn. Bark 1q tht stalking-horfu* for thv second nominee , a ^O- 
yeat-oUrl closet Mpzi of some sort. 

((Yes t I'v* he aid t'"is argument t pome very respectpble authorities ar« 
convinced o; +his pufa^ib 4 lity . My problem is thai I cannot ttee capitulating 
to fliediocriLy ae a. dt-Tence a^nir.st possible disaster. Hemoniber the Nixon 
^*ys enl hit efforts to put n mt lioore jurtc;e un the court? The same pre- 
dlctiora crme up the.i, an 1 flxxon*a first two aotniitees - haynesworth and... 
oh hell, I forget tne oth"v one.-.vure nevertheless rejected. So wUt did 
rf" wind up with? John tavl bt^vers, ccr.servati', e tc be bur«, but a super*) 
jurist and cne of tUe finest Jurt ices this countrj has seen in decades. 
And Nixon's other initirlly "iffy" nominee, the recently retired Lewis 
Fowel% proved to be -'litt decent -if not spectacular* So - who knows"? 
Reagan maj yet lit on sc^eore worthwhile. 1 hf-dly expect to see him 
latch onto a literal, but there ire .: orae ex-ellent conserv.it iv*» justices 
rooming t^n- land ; one oi tho.oe men lion-jd fi a possibill ty in advance of 
Bork«s selection vas il 7t'.n Diegc ap^ella^e jietice, J, Clifford Wallace, 
whc is a rlpht--.fi *iger * ^ the W*h ilegree but nlso a fine 1-vgal mind and 
posaeerfld o r a superu ae.ise -f Ctnptitutioial or.A nre^edential unalyrls. 
Qtver that Reagan ain't «oni?r- name one o*" my Idols, I could liv«j with 
Juiigc Wallace a an ily . And there ara lotrt more lit*e him out there. 

((It's net ho Ei'ich +hat T object to conservatives, but I do object 
to Neanderthals.)) 

RE? Robert ((Sacks))* Robert is a friend. He ie also a resource for 
the bobby. He is also impossible to work with. Then again, most volunteer 
types tend to one of two camps - impossible or useless. Tou rarely get one 
who is neither. Tfou sometimes get them when they are both. 

{{Well, Robert is definitely not both, because he is light yearn away 
from useless. I think the real reason I get so upset about Robert* a craey 
vagaries is that IB* ONLY HE COULD CALM DOWN A BIT, he could be what amounts 
to the King of the Hobby. There's no question that there is a stunning 
mind at work there. So - how the hell do we access that brilliance without 
tripping over the stumbling-blocks his personality erects against us?)) 

HE: Pg* 16 ((the comment on Gary Hart re-entering to collect matching 
funds)): Tea, it would work. It would also not be the joke you mention. 
Hart could just make speeches, ignore the primaries and wait for lightning 
to strike. The seven dwarves were just cut to six. They go back to seven 
wbr*n Snow White, Patsy Schroeder - Danny Ortega* s stand-in - enters the race. 
There probably won't be a deadlocked convention, and a deadlocked convention 
probably won't turn to a clumsy adulterer who picked the bimbo of the year 
as his bedmate, but then stranger things have happened in U.S. politics* 
As for the law being fucked - the law, as with most such laws, was written 
to appear to be doing good while favoring the interests of one candidate, 
Hubert Humphrey, over another, •Scoop' Jackson. t 

((Well, of course, recent events have changed things a bit. Hart has 
not opted back in; Schroeder has decided to stay out; and we've lost Biden, 
thank Qod, as well* And now Dukakis appears in jeopardy. Sam Nunn is out 
too. So what do we have left? Some pretty fine people, if you ask net 
Paul Simon and Dick Gephardt are superior legislators, and Jesse Jackson 
(albeit unelectable in a still-racist society) continues to astonish with 
his ability to cut through the crud that usually oozes through politics. 
I could easily live with Dukakis and Gore as well. 

((But for me, my candidate is Bruce Babbitt* Dwarves, these guye? Hog- 
wash; they just aren't as well known as Ronnie 1 a parrot, George Bush, But 
give * em time. 
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C ( Pa t Schroeder the atalking-horae for Ortega? And where does this 
rubbish originate ? If true, doee this then make Reagan and hia cohorts 
the stalking-horses for Calero and hie Fascist Contraa? Did it ever occur 
to you that Pat Schroeder just may believe that Ortega isn't the Satanic 
horror that some would have you believe. <Jkay, he ien't perfect; but how 
much of that is merely his defense against unwarranted U.S. opposition 
without real cause? We went through that with Ho Chi Kinh* and again with 
Castro; and here we go a^ain*... 

C C Finally, I *m sorry, but I just don 1 1 comprehend the Humphrey- Jackson 
reference* If you 1 ve a moment , could you please explain? ) ) 

If you believe in letting Rod sort out the sinners , why not capi tal 
punishment? You are sending the innocen t to a better life hereafter, and 
the sinners straight to their just reward. In circles with different 
politics than yours, the slogan is "Kill 'em all and let God sort "era out!" 

( ( I can accept the second clause , but not the first . Judgement - 
eortation, if you will ~ is God's province. Not mine. Not yours. And 
not any other fallible being's. My problem with human judgement of 

other humans, in a manner leading to execution, is only partially that 
errors may be made. That's bad enough i but there's also the little matter 
of, who the heck are we to make these determinations? Your little comment 
about "Kill 'flin all**." leads to a fairly obvious, if disgusting, extension: 
How about we etart a nuclear war, annihilate the world, and let God sort 
'en all out at once? Hey, that sounds like the sort of excuse Hitler would 
have liked: "Jews are inferior- 1*11 kill every one; if I»ra wrong, God 
will make it right....")) 

////////////////////////////////////// 

I RECENTLY READ a review of a new book called "Disorderly Conduct," a 
;cllection of legal humour gleaned from actual trial transcripts by three 
CeJ^forriia attorneys, one a n?omir-ert ?an Diegan, another a former San 
Diegan jhose wife <*nd 1 used » ^ sine ox>era to^.t- t'le**, T hav<- not read the 
whole book, o«t acme of the exce-ptP T*ve peer. -M*e true fjcrr , 1 aral 1 
fciairp. 1 er * 

Judge: The charge here iy theft of frozen chickens* Are you the 

defendant , sir? 
Defendant: No, sir, I'm the guy who stole the chickens. 

Judge: Are the People ready in the next case? 

District Attorney: Yes, Your Honor, but we move to dismiss in the 

interest of justice* 
Judge: And what is the intereat of justice? 
P.A • : The case sucks ! 



How do you feel about criminal defense attorneys? 
I think they should all be drowned at birth. 

Well, then, you are obviously biased for the prosecution! 
What makes you think tha t? I hate prosecutors t oo 1 



Counae 1 : 
Juror: 
Counsel : 
Juror r 



//////////////////////////// 
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RAILWAY RIVALS 

House rules For CO.'iTAGUANA 

I, Unless otherwise indicated herein, the comme rcial rules flyer 
shall govern ( 1 985 edition, Games Workshop Inc.), 

2 > Any dispute aris ing from an ad judica t i on , if no t r^Bolved with the 
GameBinaeter, may be appealed to the inventor, David Watts* 102 Priory Hd * . 
Milford Haven, Dyfed SA?3 U.K. HiE decision will be final, 

3 , Players may correspond, make deale, break deals , or otherwise 
conspire and/or backstab. The GM will not be a party to any of this-, 

^* Any player missing the first move, or any two consecutive moves, 
or any three moves overall, will be removed and replaced if possible. 
If replacement is impossible or unrealistic, the dropping player's track 
will normally be auctioned in logical segments in the following round. 
The GH reserves the right to "fiddle" the auction such that the game la 
not unduly un balance d thereby . In late rounds ■ generally the dropping 
player's track will be allowed to stand an is , and any player may then 
use it at half the normal cost. These matters will be individualized 
in each game. However, players missing the first move will have neutral 
builds made prior to the re placement be ing appointed ( this procedure will 
prevent having one company severely handicapped. 

5 • Postal games consist in twelve rounds: Six build turns followed 
by six race rounds (with crovisione for builds appended ) . There will also 
be a preliminary turn for determination of start points t Colours, and 
company names. 

6, A player may go in debt at any time to the "bank," but will be 
charged 2Q% interest for each round the debt remains unresolved. No player 
may go in debt to another rival, 

?• It is requested that all orders be dated. There is no penalty for 
the failure , but in the event of supplementary orde re ( revisions ) , the GH 
accepts no responsibility for failure to use the last undated set. You 
date , en, or I pick * em and you take your chances . . , , 

8, If at any time a player's orders involve a payment of more than 
15 to any rival, the player will pay the full amount , but the rival will 
receive only the 15 • 

9 » The payment for building parallel to another's track built in the 
same round is only one per half-hex* 

10, If two Cor more ) players 1 tracks junction , or run parallel , at 
exactly the same t ime i n the same round , paynten ts will cancel out* By 
the same token , if two (or more) players are the first to reach a town 
at the same time, the bonus will be divided equally, 

II. For each of the six build rounds , the GM will provide three die 
throws, and retains the right to determine what throws are acceptable. 
Players may bui Id from t heae t hrows in any pat terns t hey choose f up to 
the total, 

12 , for purposes of this rule, please t rea t the three die throws of 
each t urn (Rule 11) an th ree separate sub -rounds . Players may MOT order 
builds conditional on the actions in the SAME or .SUBSEQUENT sub-rounds, 
but may order builds on ] RE VI OUS sub-roubds* Thus , i f the throws for a 
given turn are 3—^—6, no conditional orders will be accepted for actions 
securing in the 'V portion ; conditionals will be allowed during the **f* 
portion for actions taken during the * 3" , hut not the 1 4 ■ or * 6 ■ ; and in 
the 1 6 ■ , pondi t i onale are accepted f or * 3 ' and * * only • 
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13- In general - unless the particular map in use mili tat es otherwise - 
each round of races will consist in seven runs offered ( five regular* two 
special), with each player allowed entry into a maximum of four* 

1^. The number inside each town hex constitutes a 'key f number, (Note 
that larger towns may have more than one 'key* number.) In determining runs, 
each key number will be used once during rounds 7**9, and once again during 
rounds tO-12. 

15» The first digit of any key number is a sector number; thus, each 
map has six sectors • Unless the specific map requires otherwise t each 
sector will occur twice in each run round. Thus, by the end of the game, 
every possible pairing of sectors will have occurred twice in Hounds 7-9 
ar d twice more in Rounds 10-12, 

In *n;j .round, if a given race offered is not taken tip by any 
p? "*yer, it will be re-of fc:- ad * n the next round i-nd will .iO_t be r "bjeet 

the fsur-run limit or Hvlc 1?. if, m ti.«* second offering, -ft is u ft -aJ n 
net taken up, it wi 1 1 be dropped. 

1?. Unlike in the first «3ix < f buil(M) rounds, payments to rivals for 
parallel track do include payments within town hexes during Hounds 10-12. 

l8. In Rounds 7-12* the races will be run by the GM using the COSTA- 
GUANA version of the eo~called "average die t ,r to wit: Each throw will be 
cast twice , and the results averaged , except that never will two 1 ones* 
or two 'sixes' be allowed. If the average is a fraction, the higher number 
will be used. 

///////////////////////////////////// 
THE NEXT BIT IS ABOUT COMPUTERS 

I've recently acquired a program called D.COH , which is a cute little 
utility that has a fairly limited function. However, the documentation is 
to my mind a true gem. I quote herewith a slightly compressed version 
of this bit of fun* 



This software took many long weeks of sweat, pain, agony and gruelling 
labour to complete * In the process my family left me, the finance company 
repossessed everything I own except for my socks (which they said they 
didn't want back), I contracted six diseases (all of which are terminal), 
and an alien spacecraft came down in my back yard and eet up a time warp 
with whic h its occupants travelled back and killed my parents before I was 
born. However, I feel that free software is a worthwhile thing, and so I 
am releasing this version into the public domain. Please help people like 
me continue to destroy their lives to write trivial code by sending me money 
to assuage your guilty 

If you like this program, please send 83-11 in used fives and tens to 
Steve Rimmer, P.O. Box 313, Narkham, Ontario. 

The t>I H command, like the directory commands of all operating systems 
since the invention of the English language, lays information on one in the 
least useful way possible. tinder MS-pQS, it actually has two ways to do it, 
both of which are as useless as they can be. This is quite a feat.. 

(D.COH) rounds the file si^es up to the nearest K, except for files 
that are less than a K,...Most of the time one doesn't give a phlegmatic 
wallaby about the eize of a 50K file down to the last snivelling byte.... 

The R .COM program is a very soph is ticated and complex piece of software, 
so don't be embarrassed if it takes you several weeks to learn to use it. 
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Many bueineKB vsers have to take intensive eeniinarr; and courses .iuat tu f*_illy 
c omprehe nd all nf its modes , submodes rand opt jonu. B^oka you might vi&n t +- a 
purchase include "A Beginner's tiuide to D. COM*" "A Hundred and One Uses lor 
a Dead D.COM, 1 * and "D.C011 for Lower T.ife Forms." 

Be fore you use D.COM, m,ik e at least a d ozen back-ups , s torin^ three o f 
them in gtratepiCHlly located safe deposit boxes around the city* 

Please read your licence agreement carefully* Return it with the 
warranty resist rat ion card immediately . Thin will not injure you of any 
updates , but T like Re 1 1 i ma i 1 f ram lote of people I * ve ne ve r h eerd of . 

D.COft t when properly applied , can greatly increaae your productivity, 
magnify the power of your computer, and make your breath smell sweet even 
after you've eaten a live squid dripping with andhovy paRte and chili eauce. 
(Clf you believe thi^ about D.COM - or for that matter about any other soft- 
ware package - please call me. I have a 196} Chevy Biecayne wi t h three 
wheels that you'd probably like.)).... 

If you have a hard drive system, you can have D.COM accessible in every 
subdirectory by creating a subdirectory called NO^FHAHP and placing the 
D, COM program in it. Ac t ually v you can call the subdirec tory any thin ft you 
like. I chose N0. r 5EliAHF because it has eight characters t none of which are 
G ' s , which I don * t really like.... 

((Yes. Jell, that's a batch of excerpts, totalling maybe half of the 
documentation for D.COM. The rest is alone the same lines. And the best 
fun of all is that D • (TOM does essentially nothing useful that the DOS "dir" 
command can't do, except list files in alphabetical order. Now I suppose 
that might be xineful, especially on. a cluttered fixed disk, but as it develops 
DOS these days comes wi th a sort filter that can do it too — jus t not with 
"dir" direc t ly • Hip deal. . * * 

((No, this silly little program's value is in the pleasure of reading 
Mr. ftinrmer ' s writing. But don't be put off by this 1 joke, • The man is a 
brilliant programmer, and he does write a lot of stuff of real value* He 
is also the editor of n-y favourite computing magazine* "Comput ing Now, ,T 
which is also the only one 1 actually subscribe to. (Originally it wan 
a free sub, thanks to Mark Weidmark, but 1 recently actually paid money 
t o renew. ) 

( ( I do , however , have one bone to pick with Mr. Rimmer . Two is sue b 
ago he did a fine article comparing and analysing the two major 'C 1 com- 
pilers on the marke t , Microsoft and lattice ■ He gave a very slight not 
t o Lattice , which as it turned out was also about S30 cheaper. So I paid 
the best price I could find, ft 1 85 , and thought I v,-as happy. ... 

( (Until, about two weeks later, Borland sprang its Turbo C on the world, 
which can be had for 3 "5 5 - and M icrosof t d ropped its pri ce to compete! 

< (Oh well. ) > 

////////////////////////// 

MY QODl 

Last issue 1 tossed in a quiz about characters in Joseph Conrad novels, 
and - 1*11 be damned! - someone entered! Not only that, they Rot a batch 
O f them right ! 

The entrant, and automatic winner, in Doug Brown, but his triumph isn't 
the seemingly insignificant one it may appear. In a day when Joseph Oonrad 
has sad ly rec eded into the realm of Kng lish I. it. c 1 asses , the fac t t hat 
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someone is as well -versed as Roup is shines. Here follow Poug'e anewero ; 
1*11 list the novels followed by Doug's answer for the characters* Whore 
Doug is correct, thnt 1 e all you'll Bee. Where Doug is wrong, the correct 
character will appear in parent he see. Of course , f ir&t I gotta go find 
my 1 ist .... 



NOVEL 



CHARACTER 



NO.^TROI'O 

THy filers i-!ATS 

JHANCE 

i*HE SEED WD THE 

SOWER 
THE DUEL 
THE HOVER 
ROMANCE 

HEART OF DARKNESS 
ALKAYER'S FOLLY 
THE SECRET SHARER 
THE ARROW OF GOLD 



Charles Gou\d 

Ct.pt . Blunt C 'Jape . Johns ? 

ruweJl 

J ami Kemp v oopq I ) 

not valid (Gen. d'Hubert) 

Poyrol 

Capt . Johns (John Kemp) 

Harlow 

Dain 

Legga tt 

General d'Hubert (Capt. Blunt) 



So that *b glx correct, and of the incorrect ones t Doug freely admits 
that he has never heard of 1 The Duel ' and has never actually read * The Arrow 
of Gold* * (And believe n« ( no matter how much you may love Joeeph Conrad t 
you don 1 1 want to read it I ) Personally, I would consider that superb - 
I must tell you that, even though I'm named for the writer and have read 
every single work listed (except *The Arrow of Gold, • through which I've 
never - in four tries - managed to get more than about 2/3 of the way) , 
I'd have scored a mere five . Partly, of course , this is a function of the 
Conrad style f he was a writer of atmosphere , of Getting, of description, 
of mood - but not bo much of characterization. And so the actual names tend 
to stand out less than in most other major writers. 

Loose ends - the 1 red herring 1 in my list was * The Seed and The Sower, * 
which is not by Conrad at all | it was written ca, 1 950 by Col. Laurens Van 
Der Post , and may very well be my favourite •novel* of all time; actually » 
it '9 a grouping of three novellas based on Col. Van Der Post's experiences 
as a prisoner of the Japanese in 19^2-5. For mood and setting of impression, 
it is unsurpassed v 1 1 very muc h reminds o f Conrad — but i t is , to be sure , 
the work of a different master* 

Doug confesses to never having heard of 'The Duel . ' It is not one of 
the standard Conrad works t yet it is a true gem in its own manner. Set in 
the Napoleonic era (as was Conrad's final, and unfinished, novel 'Suspense'), 
i t concerns the end! ess feud between two Napoleonic officers. Gen. d * Hubert 
and Gen » Feraud , and is unique in Conrad for its a t tempt at humour ; Conrad 
was not noted for thie element, and it ie here - and only here - that he 
demonstrates that capacity. 

Well. For his priae, Doug has chosen a sub to BLUNT INSTRUMKHTS, and 
one has been duly entered. 

Finally. Doug asks why one of the prizes was dog or cat food - "You have 
a surplus? " No - in fact , I don 1 1 have any 1 I don ' t have a cat or dog, 
either* I just wanted to offer something in the way of a prize that wo uld 
appeal to those who sub/trade for everything. ... 
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Which leadp us into ANOTHER CONTESTl I I 

Tne followinr ere first lines from works of Erneot Hemingway. Identify 
the work in aach case. Best answer wine a free S10 sub to Australia's BEOWULF* 

1 * (nee bot t om of pr e v icus page ) 

2. "Manuel darcla climbed the stairs to Don Miguel Retana'e office. 11 
3- "In the late summer of thnt year we lived in a house in a village 
that looked across the river and the plain to the mountains." 
^* 11 Everybody was drunk," 

5* "He lay flat on the brown, pine-nepdled floor of the forest..,," 



RECENTLY I received a letter from Bruce Geryk in which he comments on my 
frequent - but uneven - use of European styles and British spellings in 
COSTA. And he asks, in effect, why - inasmuch as I am a native of the 
U ■ R * and have never be e n in Europe in my life. 

The answer i^ simple: Affectation. It all started in 1958 and was 
caused by a pent named Andrxe j Sawiczewski of Sopot , Poland . Andrze j 
became my first of many pen-pals in that year, by the end o f which I * d 
made contac t with perhaps fifteen in various places : Three in Poland, 
one in Australia, one in Hungary , two in East Germany, one in Vietnam, 
one on Pitcairn Island - and several others in less exotic places* Moot 
evaporated rather quickly. Only four of them continued beyond a couple 
of years : Andr jez, the only one with whom I'm still corresponding C he 
is an architect and still lives in the same house where I first met him, 
Bieruta *+3-1 1 ^>opot)f another Pole, Witold Rowicki of Warszawa, to whom 
I wrote for eight or nine years and suddenly, one day , met silence (lost 
interest? died? was arrested? ) ; V inn Nhan, the Vietnamese , with whom 
I maintained a correspondence unt il 1975 * when Saigon fell to the Viet 
Cong and the letters suddenly dried upt and Betty Christian on Pitcairn, 
to whom I wrote about four times a year (it took two months to exchange 
letters) until, frankly , we just plain lost interest* 

Well anyway - all of these people used European spellings and styles 
in the ir writing (crossed sevens, ones with tails, stuffing the ' u * back 
into 'colour,* etc*), and in an effort to meet thejn on their own terms, I 
adopted the same format. And it has carried over to COSTA. I don't cross 
my sevens ( I was instructed not to by my employer, who got confused) , but 
I have adopted "British" spellings and tend to use them whenever I ca'n* 

The reason for the inconsistency? I am, a f ter all , an "American , " 
and sometimes I forget. It's that simple \ lam The Tncompleat Affectee, 
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"I beg you to convey (to the President of France) that I will support the 

just claims of France concerning Alsace-Lorraine. * .as for Belgium, she must 

be restored in her entirely as a sovereign state .Serbia, too, shall be 

restored in her sovereign ty ■ '* 

(Karl I, Emperor of Austria, in a private letter to his brother- 
in-law, liixtus of Bourbon-Parma, March 1917) 
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MIDWAY RIVALS - Game US 5HX < L • Hobs 11 eri e Portugaise) - Hound 4 

One small correction. Last move, I listed Eg Gud as having built 
into hex B56 t which happens to be the town of LinkOping. In fact the 
build was to B5^* Funny how that happened; Dour actually misvrote his 
build ac BJ?6 , but I - following my usual policy of interpreting obvious 
errors — corrected it to B58 on my master sheet. However t when I came 
to type the round* I used the individual move sheets instead of my master, 
and duplicated Doug's error* 

But if you think that ■a silly, wait for this one! This t ime , I sat 
down to adjudicate the current round (after Robin T phoned his builds to 
me this afternoon), and suddenly discovered that I had lost Belinda's 
builds I I'm usually pretty faithful about filing and recording moves, 
for fear of losing or misfiling them; I'm particularly attentive to those 
coming in on standard typing paper or index cards* But with Helinda I 
have less fear, because she invariably writes on such dist inc t ive paper - 
note-sized coloured sheets , a veritable rainbow which would stand out in 
any pile ; I have seen moves on pink f orange , green, blue t yellow , gold. * • 
but NEVER white. So T was extremely distressed when I suddenly couldn't 
find then.. *and I spent at least a hal f-hour ( really ! ) poring over every 
scrap of paper I had, hoping to locate where I'd put then. No luck, 1 
checked , and double— checked « * * and f i nally t in depress ion , I decided I had 
in fact lost them, and resolved to call her tomorrow for a repeat „ And 
then I took the other three moves in hand and opened the file folder for 
this game • * » • 

Yes, of course , you guessed itt Hellnda'e moves were right on top of 
the folder stack, precisely where I r d put them in their proper place when 
they * d arrived • . . . 

Next item. There is one more problem this time . You will recall that 
Round Three was sent to you via supplement to the last issue • Well, now 
that it is time to print the current round, I suddenly find that I have 
no copy of the previous round to use for reference 1 Don 1 1 misunderstand ; 
there a copy* But it is not on paper; it*s on floppy disk, and that 
meanB I need my computer to read it, and 1 am (for reasons outlined earlier 
in the issue) rather suddenly apart from my terminal. 

The result for this move is that I cannot reference current revenue 
for the players* So I shall be listing this move * s plus-minus figures , 
but will be unable to give a final total. In a week or two 1 1 11 be moving 
at least one of the computers over here (I think 1*11 take the Tandy and 
leave Jean and the boys with the Amstrad) and all will be solved. Mean- 
while , please compute the final totals yours elves. 

ROUND 4 - THROWS 4-3-5 

DIXIELAND EXPRESS (Melinda Ann Holley, orange): *+a : (J15) - J14 - K1*f - K12. 

4bi (Kalrnar) - F>6U- m 4c: (J30) - Kristianstad - G3O - G29* 
SCHEISSEN (Brian Longctaff, red): 4as (B18) - Uddevalla - B14. hbz (Bl4) - 

B13 - A13i (B13) - C13. *fcs - Va'xjoj (Kalrnar) - E63* 

FAUSTUS (Robin apCynan, preen): ^a: (D"?9) _ Gtfteborg; (G?8) - G30. 4b: 

(G30) - (333* 4c: (Kristinehamn) - K10 - J9 - Karlstad . 
ES GUD HA— RODE (Doug Brown, brown): 4a r (B^8) - E61 ; (B59) - A60. kh : 

(AGO) - N19 - L20. 4c: (F*»2) - Gavle ; (L20) - JBnkoping - K23* 

There are no retreats, and Spring 1905 moves , , .whupn , wrong game.... 



REVENUE ( remember, as noted previously, I cannot provide totals) 

DIXIE: -1 1 (FAtoTUS , -4 (FAHSTMS, G29-G30) +8 (SCKEISSEH 

^If-E*?) i1 ( EG HUD P61 ) 
s^Hi^isstN: C n * xj e e^-e66? *1 If\ustus 033) +6 (Uddevalla) 

FAUrJTirS: +11 (DIXIEIJNE + ^ ( I)i::iELIf:E G2^-G3G) -1 {.^CHEISGEN 

G33) +^ fKan.sttJ) 
Ef fiUD; -1 (DI.IJRIIN^ bb1) +6 (ir^vle) 

Not**, an you dcuble-oheck the bo fiB'Ji js» thai parallel trp^k built in 
the r.anie rour.d LORtH n ^Fi p<»r hc li-hc. , r plus onj per juocti ou t ar.rl partJiel 
t rat k built in a & ubs eque n t round it; LwO p^r iial F— hex pi ut> j unu t i on& * Tr-at 
is why Dixi e line 1 s K 1 P.— K1 ^ cost bo much * » * * 

THROWS FOR ROlINfi FIVE! 6-2-3. 

////////////////////////// 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

( A new regular feature of COSTAGUANA from Doug Brown. Each issue will 
have the names of subbers : (1) About to have their subs axpiraf (2) Running 
low on funds. two issues left, and (3) Recent contributors.) 

About to expire this time i Pete Gaughan, D&n Gorham, Pierre Touchette. 
This is the last COfJTA they'll eee unless they send some money (at least one 
week before deadline). 

Running low on funds : Gal White * Ron ( Canada ) Brown, Keith Sherwood, 
Peter Mateunae and Blair Cusack. Send money in the next month or so, please. 
Now is a good time.... 

Recent contributors include: Derwood Bowen t Erie & Cathy Osdg, David 
Fierce , Larry Peery , Dan Palter and Jacques Be" 1 anger* These chaps chipped 
in with 373 ♦ amnios t 50?£ of Conrad' s cost. ({Well. ..closer to a third,... 
that last one ran £210)) 1 think most subs seem to be running out within 
five issues . By that time , COSTA should receive several hundred dollars ... 
or cut subscriber substantially..*. 

If your name isn't mentioned in the above list t you have at least three 
issues of award- winning COGTA coming your way soon. There w i 11 be notice 
before your sub expires . 

((It re ma ins to be noted t ha t the f ol lowi ng people each have ? 6 .25 
c redi t t hat Doug knows nothing about : Je f F Ho f f man , Stephen Wilcox t Bob 
Addison, Bill Rose, Jack He Hugh, Dan Gorham, Conrad Minshall and Bart Denny. 
Please do not ask why ; just accept it on faith. The practical effect for 
the moment is that flan G or ham, survivor of a recent earthquake ( "Have you 
ever tried to hold up a grandfather clock while the earth q uakes?" — Well , 
actually, no [ I did once try to comfort a panic-stricken wife during a 
* quake , but apparently failed, as we divorced a year later j but a grand- 
father clock is something I d be willinp to try my luck with. I may have 
failed with an hysterical 5*1" wife, but at 6 1 8" I still tower over any 
clock I've ever met....), is off the "abo-ut-to-expire" list. Doug, please 
adjust the above-remarked, balances accordingly.... )) 

"Robert Cohn was once middleweight boning champion of Princeton- 1 ' 
( Ernest Hemingway) 



25 

RaIL'..7iY RIVALS - *Tj vrp-:5»do" O'.o. 'f8fB - Round 8) 

Note that jn the last report, n^TOi** s revenue was ris-toialled« The 
actual total is 62, not ^9 as stated. I inadvertently omitted to credit 
revenue in rune 2 and 5 » never mind tha t they were remarked in t He breakdown, ■ 
On the other h^nd, PISTOL also thought that he had additional revenue from 
the build jihasn (i.e. fewer payment g ) , but a re- check of my totals (ieniee this. 
Perhaps the discrepancy stems from the fact that it costs TWO per half-hex 
to build agains t t rac k construe ted during a pr i or round «... 

Race 1 - London to Manchester. HO HO 20 -8 (Python) - k (Deutech). PYTHON 

10. DEUTSCH O -1 (Python) -7 (Pistol). 
Race 2 - York to Stoke. DEUTSCH 20. PISTOL 10 -4 (DeutsCh). 

Race g _ Liverpool to Coventry, HO HO 20 -6 (DYFED), DYFED TO, PISTOL O 

-*f (Oyfedi* PYTHON 0* 
Race U - Derby to Bristol. DYFED 20. PISTOL 10 -6 (DYFED). 

Race 5 - Birmingham to Oxford. DYFED 20 -1 (Python). PYTHON TO (Dyfed). 
Race 6 - Birkenhead to South England. DYKED 20 -1 (HO HO). DEUTSCH 10 -1 

(Ho Ho) . No te t Dyfed went to Bristol, Deutsch to London. 
Race 7 - Sheffield to Wales. HO HO 20 -3 (Dyfed}. PISTOL 10. Note, Pistol 

wen t t o Newpor fc t Holl o to A1 8 . 

BUILDS : 

PISTOL: (N15> - E58 - EGl ? (E59) - Leicester. -1 HOHO A^S, -1 HOHO E60, 

-5 DEUTSCH E5o/Leic. t -1 PYTHON D57- Total cost 12. 
HO HO HO: (B**3) - J6 ; (K1&) - K19, -1 Deutsch A^ f ~2 Dyfed J6, Total 

cost 12* 

DYFED: (Manchester) - Huddersf ield . -3 Deutsch 17* Total cost 12* 
PYTHON: (Nottingham) - F53 - F^7 _ Eb? - Doncagter, -1 Pistol F50 , -1 

H0H0 F51. Total cost 12. 
DEUTSCH: (F57> - E58 - E?9 - Leicester; (F55) - - J5± - - K52 - 

Lincoln, Total cost 11, 

I would be prepared to take comments on whe the r or not there are any 
additional payments due on that parallel building this time between. Hud- 
dersfield and Manchester, other than to Dyfed at J6 as noted. I have had 
great trouble v because the mountain hexes fouled up my system t in fee ling 
com Toft able about this. Anyone? 

REVENUE: 

PISTOL 62 (+7 Race 1) ( + 10 Race 2) {-** Race 3) ( + 10 -f» Race 4) (+IO Race 

7) (-15 builds) = 73, 

DYFED 57 (+10 +10 Race 3) (+20 +6 Race h) (+20 +^ -1 Race 5) (+20 -1 Race 

6) ( + *f Race 7) (-12 huilds)* = 137- 

HO HO HO: 81 (+20 -12 Race 1) (+20 -6 Race ?) (+2 Race 6) (+20 -3 Race 7) 

(-1? builds) = IIO. 

PYTHON 6^ (+10 +9 Race 1) (+10 +1 Race 5) (-12 builds) = 82. 

DEUTSCH 122 (+^ -8 1 Race 1) ( t-20 Race 2) ( + 10 -7 Race 6) (-11 builds) = 136. 

I mir.ht note that in all races the shortest route wont and the second 
shortest came second, save only in Race 3 where Doug's 2*+ snuck in under 
David's 21 - both other entrants had longer runs. 

ROUND NINE RAGES: 



1. London to Hull 

2. Shrewsbury to Birmingham 

3 . Liverpool t o Le i ces t e r 
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4. Grimsby to ilu^nley 

5* Wul ✓er^mpl.on to I3o±ion 

6 + Lor Ion to the liorth (especial) 

7. Hrpiford t« ttie North 'special) 

In reply to i query, one may enter any four racee, never mind whether 
they ire regular (^r^cific points on the map) or more general (broad 
areas on the map) „, 

And builds t'iken *>p to *2. noints. iA^ain romemher that mu3- include 
predic Labi*! payments t<~- r..valr , i.e. for track already built; it ne^d jiot 
a*", low fcr tr^ck ■■hi^h w- 1 ] ae V'j i j. t limull -.neoimly ) . 

Havii, of jrnf , i~> iiilli^K by w3 t'i ^atc^ -reoth ^o nee in Round 9 
whethe. 1 or rot I' vo learrt to uo r'jri3-... 



AN ASIDE: 

A few days apo I tentatively proposed to one person that RIVALS games 
be offered via Electronic Play-by-Hail on the CompuServe service * He said 
■ sure t sounds good, ' and promise d to look into it for me . Tonight when I 
logged on, what do you suppose I found? A FULL GAME t Six people have 
t he game f wan t t o play , and are anxious to hear about all the other maps * 
So I'm scouring to see what maps will work well, besides the present onee 
of course, for six, and when we've selected, I'll report on how we do. 



RAILWAY RIVALS - "Pimmal i one " - U.S. ^3?C - Round 8 

Race 1 - Butte to San Krancieco. HOBOKEN ?0 -4 (Achtung), HOG 10 -6 (Hobo- 
ken ) » 

Race 2 - Santa Fe to liinneapoHo. DGW SO -9 (Achtung) -1 (Hoboken). ACHTUNQ 

10 -2 {Doctor) -7 (Hoboken). 
Race 3 - San Antonio to Omaha. HOG 50 ■( DGU ) „ ACHTUNG 10 -9 (Doctor), 
Race h - Dallas to .Seattle. DGW 20 -3 (Hoboken). HOG 10 (I)GW) -3 

( Hoboken ) . 

Race 5 - San Francisco to Oklahoma City. DGW 20 -4 (Achtung). ACHTUNG 10 
-5 (DGW) , HOG 0. 

Race 6 - Memphis to Eastern port. ACHTUNG (to New Orl.) 20. HOBOKEN (to 
New Orl.) 10. 

Race ? - Denver to Eastern U.S. DGW (to St. Louis) 20 ~2 (Doctor). DOCTOR » 
10 -2 (Hoboken) (to ,'U.Louis). HOBOKEN (to Milwaukee) O a 

Again, all shortest routes won, all second-shortest were second, except 
in Race 5 - There , the shortest still won - but only by one hex - hut the 

longest route came second (a^ain by one hex)! Lenpthe were 35, 39i 4-2. ' 
BUILDS t 

HOG: (Kansas City) - Y36. -2 (DGW V3 1 *) -1 (DOC W35) -1 (HOB Y3*>>* Coat 15* 
ACH: ( K 1 1 ) - Phoenix; (K??) - K27 - L2? - Oklahoma City. Cost 11. 
HOB t <L32) - 131 - - (;30. -1 ( DGW I 31 ) -1 ( ACH G 32 ) ( HOG F31.C30). 

Cost 13, 

DOC: (R31) - M29 - Oklahoma Cityj (D?2) - C7'm ( V? 1 ) - Denver - S19- -4 
(DGW 031, M29)* L'ost 16. 
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DGW: (Kansas City) - V3**; (0.32) - F32 - K3O; (IIJO) - G31 ; (V36) - W37. 
-1 (AC1I, G31) -1 (Hoc W37). Total cost 16* 

The parallel builds Kane -City - were (simultaneous and involve no 

payments . And 1 * m eaper to see wha t DUCTCR * s branch SI 9 is for*... 

REVENUE: 

HOG: Si (+10 -6 Race 1) (+20 -h Race 3) (+10 -7 Race *0 (-15 builds) = 89. 
HOB! 1^2 (+20 +6 -4 Race 1) (+8 Race 2) (+6 Race *0 (+IO Race 6) (+2 Race 

7) (-13 builds) = 177. 
ACH: ^5 (+^ i»ce 1) (+10 +9 -9 Race 2) (+10 -9 Race 3) (+10 +4 -5 Race 5) 

(+20 Race 6) (-11 builds) = ?8. 
DGW: 39 (+20 -IO Race 2) (+4 Race 3) (+20 +U -3 Race *0 <+20 +5 Race 5) 

(+30 -2 Race 7) (-16 builds) = 9?. 
DOC: 78 (+9 Race 3) (+IO +2 -2 Race 7) (-16 Builds) = 83. 

ROUND 9 HUMS: 

1. Salt Lake City to Phoenix 
2 - Sacramento to New Orleans 
3. San Diego to Duluth 
*t. El Paso to Dee Moines 
5- Kansas C i ty to Houston 

6. Milwaukee to any Pacific Port (special 1 ) 

7. Spokane to Eastern U.K. (special 5) 

And builds may be made up to 14 points (see note in CRESCENDO as to 
what this means ) . 

/////// / / / 



GAME 1965D - The Narcoleptic Nilgai - FINALE! 

By vote of the players (i.e. no dissent), this game has ended as a 
draw between Italy and Turkey. In the final data for the game (next issue) 
it will be assumed that all Winter 1910 actions were properly taken, and 
that the final strengths are per the s.e . chart last round. 

My hearty congratulations and thanks to Michael and Pat, two very worthy 
winners if ever I saw them.**and to Bob, Kevin, Paul and Conrad as well for 
faithful efforts on behal f of bringing this game to a rousing conclusion. 
I r d like to pay spec ial thanks (without intending to slight anyone ) to 
Conrad for making a "hopeless" position a real part of the game, and to 
«, Paul for staying with us despite what can only be major disappointment- 

Well, and Bob too; he can't be exactly turning cartwheels right now, yet he 
held fast to the end. And Kevin too, despite the horror of seeing yet 
another of his units explode every time he poked his nose out of the redwoods . 

Aw hell - this hae been 0HE WHALE OF A GOOD HCMP, and I thank you all 
very sincerely for the joy I've had with it. Think of it this ways If not 
for this game - and you - I'd never have discovered Air Supply, Billy Joel, 
Bonnie Hayes, Survivor, Foreigner, Genesis, Peter Gabriel, T-Pa U , Scandal, 
Young I-iarble Slants, a-ha, Elvis Costello, Kraftwerk, Bob Seger, The Cocteau 
Twins, Midge Ure, Electric Pe nc i 1 «, . „ oh , wait, that's a word processor*., 
well, anyway.*.. 

Final state on this game, to send It into the record books and its 
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l^ttl^ piece cf iiiRtory, will ue printed ne v t tsbii^. If any player wishes 
+ o uakr an «n(i- 3". me pte 1 e merit (please! \ , t hey * 1 1 he given e pac" too* How — 
ev.r, tht Bppp.iai natur" of the iexL two issuer? may r -qui/e a slight post - 
pon^ment c mae s pu t li s h i n.; of statements, but plt-aee n-;-nd them anyway. 

Ci.^e a^a^n TK\NK YOU AlJ M very VEhi mu^h 1 



GAME 1_9_8^HK- - The n e ] iri.ou'i Dik-.>ik - h.n^/^.oq 

The or jeK^iOi w^r dffea'ad (rither -jre diet ibly t I t h L nk ) . AIel. in 
tiie rupply se-it^e 'iete lar t round , 1 marie a t; ping err^r in tue Engl is!, 
r trine * cuvercl i '. with *lii + R-out, and foi-got to retype it; there should 
hav<j been a lin" a t the ■" nd of the 'c'jiilres owr.ed 1 s->.yin^ 'build one.* 
Cwinj; to a fta&ie"""]ae t enal prenu.Jpt ion cha c voj ran nil count , I hav** not 
fciven even a flicker of oon-.ide j t ion t n r e^arati on o f caBons » • ■ 

French »-&•- real :. : p Ral-sil; boh o.t.b. Austria seat no "uuil^, 

~r Ei A IVr, F Msr« Russia remoVfti A L^ii^ 

t flot. 

AUSTRIA ( F"red Towns^nd, for John Walker) : a rum- bu] . a. fiat-ail , a ukr-ee-* „ 

n in os-y.^i r . ^ stp-i vi.. a s co- n . a ti-i-slb, _» ser o rum-bul. 

a boh- \yo. a vi - tri . f i;on r-im-bui* 
ENGLAND ( ^-"..non Rillerine s s j : a ber-pru. « kie-ber. a hoi h » a edi- Jen, 

i" nwg-bar. T haJ-Vof % f nth z edi-ien. i f we -tin f nwy-ttp nc • 
K'HANi.'L (Ituert ftciie^onj* a mun rei I . a a * 1 a £NG r - nru . a b^l-ruh. 

a pai-bur.- l ""ai-^o, 1 brr-riij, f n pa -io - ii-^r* 
ITALY f Y'a*. Jer^e! ): vca t. pi- . a nie r ven. f ion s bul— ^re* f em 

s nap-rmy 4 f hu*. &r - grr, f aeg' smy. 
RUSSIA (Ur:y Bjti^&r); a y.*r h. 

Pe trea t : a US a emy-ank . an, pyr, t „h, ; fall moves iwy he conditional 
rieaue note that Pat Jensen is now at 



Golly gee whi 11 ikers - this certainly came out shorter than I'd planned ! 
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DEAR COSTAGUANA READER: 

You may or may not recall, but I'll tell you anyway: A ehort while ago 
I adopted two games from John Walker of San Antonio, Texas: THE AUTISTIC 
AOUDAD and RICHARD H. JOHNSON. I did eo because John Is undergoing major 
medical treatments for cancer, and needs (obviously) to concentrate on them 
rather than on gaming* 

A couple of weeks ago I received a very encouraging letter from John, 
advising that the treatments had made major gains and had reduced the tumor 
by about a third, with more still to come. At that point I turned my first 
cartwheel in many years. But just a day or two ago I received a very dif- 
ferent letter, reproduced below; this frightening note was wrapped around 
a *50 bill, and I night also remind that. In the Spanish language, the word 
'Adifin' i B a very final sendoff, not merely a M Bee-you-later" cliche.... 
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No-. Let oie tall .yci til a Li.R sficret. I thipfc that John did not 
have ±n mind Vnat I wmt + hi s verv intenpe i^* e ; and, as f -ir a^ ho is coi- 
csmed, I hav*> not don: sr. He wil? hs- receiving a uniq .a GO.*;TA t one in 
which pp. are quite d-i f iere.it f-~m the ones > are read i tig. 

But T want th *> re.it ^ f on — m. .ny C who t ^ro John 1 a f r i e 1 de and hobby 
coll ea^ueF5 - to ^npw tha * John is app, ren *■ ly j ■ serious t • 311b le ; 1 have no 
rpecific informa 4 " ior , but ■'.his .ote '-^de tf me as ii John know*-, or thinks 
he knows, tbit thi cav^e is hopeless. I aincerely >iope t.iat this ia just 
1 Feiiee of depression A^Akinc;, and that the master i.s util* ±n doubt. But 
jou'll ah re? * i think, tha ' I have a ~ iphc to ;qrr-- . . „ m 

PL^A^!:* Ii you rir" a *Vi end of John's, an-' criif sbn it h ■ a I -.. <■»» 
look ovtr his not* j draw your t**r L cc "ic 1 ut. i oiih 4 «;.ct r PR|>ci() to i.ivi in ar-y w.«y 
yOU Consider a ppropr^a t* * Bu t l- h:;H '.'.'l. keep in ni i nd tyn t fri i nr,n 1 

1. I have sent John an "altered" copy of this issue . Pp. 29-30 in his 
version are different. 1 beg you not to refer to what amounts to an invasion 
of privacy. 

2. Likewise, the pa£ea of this issue that refer to the abandonment of 
hie game THE AUTISTIC AC U DAT) have been altered in his copy; there is no 
reason to burden Mm with this. I Teepee t fully request that you not discuss 
this game in any way with hi m » 

For the record, I have John's S50 bi 11 set aside. I have no need for 
this money. Nor will I accept it. My plan is: If John recovers (T hope), 
I will return it to him at an appropriate time in the very near future. 
In the alternat ive, I wil 1 ham; on t o it for a rea.BQtoa.bl e t ii&e and t hen , 
i n whatever way I can , re turn it to hie wife Pat ty ■ 

/////////////// // //////////////////////////// 

ANYBODY want to try an Australian quiz? This is stolen from BEOWULF: 

The following are snagrame of Aue tralian cities. Can you name the 
cities? I missed 'em all.... 

1. -Sin Car 

2. Dor Be In 

3. Hay Wall 

4 . Not Proved 

5. Dire Hap 



This kind of thins can be fun, but perhaps it ien 1 t really fair to 
put forward obscure < to us > points in Australia. Try these three ; they 
should be at 1 eae t as familiar , they * re towns in Brunei Darusalaam : 

1 * liurton gem 

A rise 
3. Tug not 

Anybody want to create this sort of thin^ for points in the U.S., U.K. 
or Canada (oh, all rinht, Thomas - Germany too....)? 



Or if you van t to stay with the sillies, how about one of you genius 
types putting something together for Brune i 1 r capital city - Bandar fieri 
Begawan? 



I f nobody ent e rs guesses , answers wi 11 not appear next t i me „ 
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Railway Hi vale? "fipeed" game - yup, and here's proof,.** 

ALI_BABA - Hound 2 

First! I need to discuss an awkwardness that has come up. 

In my earliest 1 Rivals ' games, I let it be known, that I would allow 
a rather (ahem) unique interpretation of the three- throws- totalling- 'x r 
rule ; namely t that a player could , should he/she choose t treat the three 
separate throws as one Grand Total without ee para t ions between the throws . 
Under this method, if throws are 4-4-4 , the following build would be 
legal: < D21 } - D26 - (irimsey. Grand total of twelve, to be sure, 

but not in an orderly 4-4-'* manner. Compute the hex-by -hen progression 
yourself-. It goes like thiat (D?_1> - D22, one*, (D22) - D23 (two)', 
(D2}) - D24 (five).... huh? But the throw was only four! 

Toy see what I'm driving at? The problem is, when I first started 
uoing 'Rivals 1 I offered this up as a legitimate interpretation of the 
rules* Later, I came to find that it was not the standard method, and 
I reverted to the normal manner of having each throw rounded out exactly* 
And when I introduced Melinda to the game, it was in the latter way ( 
thus , she had no expectation of the original system . 

So here's what I've done for this turn; Doug's and Melind«»s moves 
were made in such manner that each of them obviously expected a 30% 'bonus 1 
for first arrival at Elmsall • However* Doug' s moves were written in the 
"old" way and Melinda's in the "new" way* So what I have done is this* 
I've rearranged Doug's moves to conform with the each-throw-is-rounded- 
out-exactly system, which is technically correct, but I've also given him 
the anticipated 50% credit for Elrasall* That seems fairest. If any com- 
plaints, please write the Rivals Ombudsperson (Ghcd knows who that is ) * » * * 
( Hmm, Maybe this is my golden opportunity to teach John Caruso how to 
play 'Rivals* ,-..} 

ROUIfD TWO BUILDS (Throws 4-3-5) 

YORKIE JtAlLS (Doug Brown, brown): 2a: (Penistone) - K3 * (G13) - H12. 
2bi (K3) - L2. aot <H12) - Elmeall; (L2) - A44 - Huddersf ield . 

WALLACE EXPRESS (Melinda Ann Holley, blue): 2a: (K12) - J12 _ Elmsall - 
114. 2b: (18) - L6, 2d: (Selby) - C60. 

00F (Paul Gardner, green)? 2a: (150) - 148 - H47 - Bradford . 2b: (Brad- 
ford) - FU8 - E48 - D48. 2c: ( Dh8) - Dewebury j liHt?) - Shipley - 
148* (Lfe.ds) - D51 • ">stleford) - Ll4, 

Note; Wallace's mov^s vere nttommtad s'ig^tly ot-fng to t»e fi.j': t^u-t 
they faiJrstl to allow r'or tht «~ivar crossing Selby - A 59, c.oet of thiee* 

REVENUE: 1ORKIE, 42 +6 ( Ffudd ) +3 (Elms) = WALLACE, 35 +3 (Elms) = 3_8. 

OOF, 13 +6 (Bradford) +6 (Shipley) +6 (Dewnbury) = 3_i. 

DEADLINE Thurs . t OCT. 22, 198? 

HOUND THREE t 

THROWS: 6-4-4 
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Paul liafl remarked an error tie's discovered in the map, and baaed on 
his l^id I've f uunri a couple of others- You mtl keep i i mind that this 
2-. ttle imn is one of tjie earliest, iid - u:;like man.,- of the others - wafi 
nevor commercially produced rut thoroughly 1 vetted' for minor flubs* 

The errors «<re £ ; ^iply ir aumberin;* of hexes. is actually ; 

T I57 is ''?6; ai.d i c . 7. It's poe:-J b] there ft^e others lurking, but 

T haven't tourd them jet. 

UPDATE: Juot j quart ant!.her one, '. L a-fih thlL ulay be lousy photocopying 
rather than 1 real :rror; The mo - .nta? n 'iex upparen 1 ly labelled C**5 is in 
fuet Ta, ..oup---.. 

/////////////// / // // // // // 

'1 4K^_i^Bo AC - The BLderw.l ".ear - 

I muat tell yo:, that I am ^Uerly a^toundert, ! : .t . . »Tl! 1.5 GAME IS OVER. 

The draw between Austria and Turkey hap -p**- and ( apart from my normal 

policy) may ;-.h well ra -, eal Lhst tner" were fr>uj- 'yes 1 voLcb, one no-vote— 

received . anC one "no vote received uu* pre Bn re lea j-e indicating that he * d 
hav e voted * no ' h&d je voted, 11 nut » prt se- comnumt it* not a * T ota- t and I 
therefore declare 1 1ne JVr r r i. aor - I'm fonna mi *?a thia on<"J ) con-1 'vied 
ef.'ectlvi the en* Winter *905- This is the uhort^st game in ';he 22-year 
Hi^torv of CuS^AGVANA. 

liy very s.irpr 1 but completely siiicer-e t congratula Lioni to He lorn 

Heintzman and. Stephen Wilcox, t**e jo 1 nt viccorn - and my fianka to all others 
i or the line -"lay an J t elia^iii ty of ^11 others. Not brd, eh.7 You nee, 
this game alfio Btti on« other 22-jear racurdj not only vino it the shorEt-st, 
it w*E e]eo t^R onl;* tJOftTA original in his tory ( urpbtn adoptees don ( t count 
hei a ) t o have seen nl± o-*igiiisl pi - ye rs finish their positions . Amazing. * * * 

For next ti me t when we * M hav^ the ^ tat is cal e ■immary , any and all 
plryerr art warmly inv: ted t ■- gubmj t end— p,,-.uiii statements, 

GAME IffBfrO - The Convolutfi Cassowary - Fall 1907 

Retrp&ts: Aus a tri-vic; Tur a ruo.-bul ; Eng a den-ewe. 

Peter Pulli van now tflkec over England, and has a change of address t to 

St.Chpd's College, 18 Worth Bailey, Durham DH1 3HII, UK. 

,',^STHlA (Evans Givsn): a cal-war. a r un>~bul. a vie-bnd. 

^NO LAN 0 (Feter Sullivan): a stp s swe-lvn. a swe-lvn. a nwy-ewe , f eng- 

lon. f Vint b swe-lvn. i Hal c swe-lvn. f nth h. 
FRANCE (Tarry Botimer): & pic e par— bur. a pnr-bur. f bre-eng. f mid s 

bre-eiip. f 1 tfp h. 

QERK/iNY (Michael rustilnik): * hoi s bel. a bel h. a kie a den. f den 
0 RflS pr j-bal . 

ITAI-Y (Robert Greier, Jr.): n v e n a ATJS b ud^trl , f nap-Ion. f adr s Attf. 
hud-t— i, f ^-u;_ ^ n.D-ics. 
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RUSSIA (Peter Hateunaa?): N.M.H. a's lvn, ber, rao e ; f pru h- 
TU. .^Y (Melinda f\nn Holley) r a ser g tri . a bul s eer . f ion s alb-adr. 
f t n 8 alb— c dr. * t V-j-adi . f e io- t f pan s ion. 

Te^reatr: Jtr f idr-anu. o.t.t* Rur a lvn i .Tin * h ilat t<i » 











A: 4 


vie T 


bud , 


rum * 


war . Build oii6 . 


E: 5 


edi a 


Ion, 


nwy , 


ewe t stp. Remove two* 


Pt 6 


par. 


bre » 


mar, 


spa, por, lvp. Build one . 


0: 5 


mun, 


kie. 


hoi. 


bel, den. Build one. 


I: 4 


nap* 


rom , 


ven, 


tun. Even, 


R: 3 


oev. 


moBt 


ber. 


Even • 


Tj ? 


COn, 


amy, 


anlt, 


bul, eer, gre * tri . Even. 



T am very hopeful that Peter's missed move was just an oir*raight. What 
I'm really worried about is the possibility of failure in postal forwarding. 
<For instance, Pat Jensen's moves arrived four days late owing to sluggish 
forwarding service) (Pat. by the way, isn't in this game j he's j Us t an 
example . ) 

Here's what we'll do: Peter, if you plan to play on, please notify me 
by next deadline (via *Meigs* moves?). If Peter says he's out, or if I 
don't hear from him, 1 will hold the game up at Winter only and appoint a 
new player. I hope, however, that it doesn't come to that. 

Anyway - pursuant to the above - Winter adjustments and Spring 1908 
moves (which may be conditional) are due together next round, 

TURKEY TO FRANCE: If I recall my King Arthur stories correctly, Lancelot 
was from France, wasn' t he? 

JAMOLs Tee, he was , and I understand he recently passed away - you do, 
of course, refer to the finest classical elarinnetist of our time, Jacques 
Lancelot? 1 

ITALY: Glad to see no change in rule© (i.e. 9 centers for victory).,.. 

JAMULt What is that. Dip's equivalent to the putting green? 

AUSTRIA TO ITALY ! Which side are you on? The never-ending game aide? 

ENGLAND TO FHANCEi You are welcome to Liverpool Cfor the moment), but no 
more* Note that I have withdrawn front the English Channel to try and keep 
friendly with you. 

TURKEY TO ENGLAHDt Better lock up Guinevere r Lance i e a'corain'l 
ENGLAND TO GERMANY , re: DENMARK: I forgive you, my son. 

ITALY TO ENGLISH ENGLAND: Welcome to the wierdest game I've ever been in, 

TURKEY TO ITALY: Better up your bid. 

JAHUL: Oh yeah? Well, up yours . too.-.. 

ITALY TO GERMANY t Damnl, you're good. 

ITALY TO G.K. ! You too.... 

JAMUL: Well, I've had my moments. . . , 



?;JNGLA.N!) T: I J (..._(.- r; Ill i -'- ; [1 A!i; Von know, ;-cven uitit: J is nore than I've 
ever had in any of my Own positions before. I vonn--r if I can cop*;? i'ind 
you, that r^fiy not bp a prnblpm for r.uch loncpi 1 .... 

JAhlEh: r.o, in fict, it inn 7 alrna^v be partly solved. 

FT \ h\L ".'i-'- : I must i 11 fairiiPBF, r c ma r k a ama 1 1 in h error in t he ■ '• pr i iir 
ad j ud j c a t i on : Auntrin had one unmentioned retreat aptiiin, namely Hudapsst, 
Nobody noticed - or a t 1 oar. t nobody ^ oniiiK-n ted - and I noticed it on ly who n 
adjudicating the -all, and -.von <-i e r i n why Italy had issued supports for a 
non-e x 1j7 t e tl t unit, and I suddenly realised ; maybe J ta ly did catch it, and 
think ftuntrifi would too.... 

Anyway - sorry. 

../../../../../.-/-./.-/.-/--/--/../-./-./-./ 

IN T:t :■ LVr T ■ V,xe i tement City,* 3 i mon T^i 1 1 enness makes Gome in te resting , 
if occasionally brainless, comments on the various contenders for the ftemo- 
cratic inrty ('residential nomination. A few choice quotes follow, though 
i t muK t be remarke i t ha t .'limOn * s c omne n tar y i s far be tter rensoned as this 
out'Of-context ore rfiimrili f ication would indicate^ in the mo in, however, 
his comments on iniai-e-pro jec t ion are what interest me most: 

.'JllK AK T. ; : "Personally, he's fairly unc liar isma t i c but not a complete 
bomb like i'abbitt. Though seen a a dull, unlike Hush, Dukakis does Reeif! 
to be renpected*" 

G MriM liDT : "It lias been a while since I came across such a noxious, 
oozin.': slime n.=i nick Gephardt. . .with Uiden rone, Gephardt is the only 
major r; \ e.ize left in the DpflOcfa tic race," 

oTT'-OU: "...cuts an anachronistic figure with his bow- 1 ie...this obscures 
the J'.ict, that he ir. a very skill ful politician. lie capitalises on his tele- 
genic appearance by anpearinrr honest arid different...." 

;*AHf ; ITT: ".^o far he ' proved to be very bad on televised debates* 
The current ^c^i-ip is that hiT campaign is ^oin^ bo badly that he mipht 
as well advance unpopular ideaf>... ." 

Gt; "; : the token .' . ou t hern c onnerv.'i tive. He hopes to deflect the 

momentum from the earlier primaries ((in the North)) by urf^inr, southern 
vote r.-j "not to let the Van keen choose our Trepidant*" Howev c r, even in 
the south, hp ner-ns to he trailing Dukakis rslijrhtly and .lackson, by mi 1 en . . . . " 

.1 ' '}..'< '. i : " t( .the only ex pe rienced i:a in pa ip-ner in the field. I own 
should -3 coiifl indicator (i f his n*»w tf ctict; in a ntnte with only 2"^ blacks* 

fladly, I don't I. n i n k the count r.y i s y ^ t ready fnr a hlack I" re si dent..*." 

A.n I r.aifi, these ire Unfairly Ov c r r,y n t h o r. i 2 ed qunter>. Vet they do 
convey t'r.r f l-iv:v:r o v /innn'.i incisive, no-finl Is - h.a rred <i nn 1 y is ■ Too 
ba d half of it .i : : n n roc k . . . » 

'■.'ell, not . >' A\> crock. lot of it i-'- opinion, and f'irnon ir, certainly 

entitled to li've ouinionri. ut 1 cannot fi^c.ipn the feelinr thnt t de-snite 
sOJTle clear an'i bri/'ht efforts to arrive at a relative understanding of 
the candiiia t^." 1 henesty and liberality levels, 'Umon har* hfon failed by the 
fact that , in t!.' 1 '.!..".. T a candid-ito ir corn nf t.p-i thnri not j U'ir;ed by li 
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imarre tlmn by hin stand on most insups. I^oar^n ib, of cimrfie, tlie classic 
example of a Candidate with GtiprfUle ima/^-prO jec tin^ ability mid no other 
redeeming quality bein/; rjwept into of f icf over far more competent but 
rnueh duller rival??. Jimmy Carter is a brilliant man with trenendour ibili 
however, ho lacks "ima^e,* lie won in 1'J76 only hccnu?e his rival, rord, 
had the name lack and was further burdened by the 'fixon tarnish. Had the 
rescue of the Iranian hontapes RUCCepded n a w 1 era.-. l.y two rtayr; before the 
election, I s UBpec t it would on l.y have na rrowe d the p;a p j .'cum n in j us t 
too good in t he media '3 e part men t , *ieanan in to American r-ol i t i c s n s 
McfJonald's is to American cuisine; '-littery* (Tlib, wel l-ranrkf ted and 
requiring absolutely no dieeper thought than whether or not to a<ld r.alt 
to the fries „ 

And thus, fiimon - still unaccustomed to the rfiq ui remen t s of modern 
American, politicking, but still bright enough to cut thrnu^h sonp of the 
crud - sees part of the reality and ttiisnes On other unrtn. 

The only pol is hed * glitter* cand i da t e the Demos have t h is t i me is 
Jesse Jacks on, who also happens to be the most liberal snd the least 
electable. The rest are etill fee linn their ways into the arena, and 
some are pollening themselves more quickly than others. Mnyb*? this if; 
why -Timon considers Dick Gephardt such a sleaze; Hep. Gephardt has over- 
pol ished himself, has "hon ed his ima^e " bo qui ckly that he has adopted 
an un f i nished Rea^anesque veneer tha t resemble s the original but is still 
too artificial to convince. Gephardt is no flaming liberal, but he i:= by 
no meant! the 'issues sleaze 1 that Simon implies. (Nor, for that matter, 
is Joseph Biden.) In addition, Albert Gore (God!, how I respected his 
father! ) is no 'token conservative; 1 he may be the leant libernl of all, 
but he is ft t wore t a mod era to shift inp in t he libera 1 d i rec tion, 

Simon misses a^ain with this statement about rfruce Babbitt: "I 
figured that anyone who can re ma in as liberal as habbi 1 1 has « while 
governing a conservative state 1 ike Arizona, has puts anri ability," 
Well, yes, he does have Ruts and ability; on the other hand, he is no 
liberal, and Arizona is no longer the conservative bastion it once wan. 

The one facet of American politics that virion ban ninr-ed ia the 
feature known as "tailoring one's image" to the c oris t i tuency one seeks, 
(lore's likeliest base is in the south, so he has come forward with a 
more conservat i ve 'militaristic*) stance; yet he still- on>or e s the 

"c on t ras , " and look at hiG record in the Senate for evidence of strong 
social liberalism - just like his almost legendary father, Pahbitt comes 
from the southwest, which means populism and en v i ronme n ta 1 ism ; and so 
his aim is in that direction. Pukakis in from the urban east, and CJep- 
hard t f rom the urban mi dwes t , and thos e ori pine - and bases - color wha t 
they offer, 

Hu t in fac t , every s i ngle one of them - from the 1 i be ra 1 Jn c kson to 
the relatively moderate Core - is just about the same on the bane indues* 
All oppose aid to the Contras; none would rule out military intervention 
if warranted in Central America* All oppose "abortion— on— demand" but 
would not legislatively chanr.e the current Supreme ''-ourt posture on thr- 
matter. All Oppose liobert flork as a Justice but do not oppose a conserva- 
tive per se. And so on,.,. 

Writing on a somewhat different tack (namely, the issue of whether 
New York's Governor Cuomo is planning to step in .in 1 ) run), columnist Tiavid 
Proder has some very reveal inft commfinlfi on the current ^andidfitpfl, which 
attain I excerpt: 
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CAMICES. Of WINNING" 




M The pJausible predicate for a Cuomo rescue 
mission would be a stolemate t in which no 
avowed canHidflte has gained a significant 
**dge „ The od<*"5 against ,l >at are very heavy. 
Why ? Be caLfle the etx cand id-itee who are 
oat t-here I'eep getMng better* I saw three 
of then - rinkakis, ^ophardt and Cora - last 
* - eek \n New Ham^^hire. Ev jry one of them 
haf i m r<v uved his at u ..p apeech markedly e inc* 
I last hee - ; !• J m. The lame is true of the 
tapes jnd television reports I've seen of 
Si in On .irid Babbitt • And Jacks On was darn 
t'ood on his fee t to begin with. 

((An-1 alter .t .Mmg analysis of why 
JenRe Jockson can't win, Mr- Broder con- 
t i fives ) ) '*My hunc^: i - ~ that someone will 
ftT-»-?rp-e pre t ty quickly as al terna tive 

to iJackeoi, und w.- will see a series of 
6^-35, ' O-^O, { pr^ - vries ) . Tha 

high ->ian in therie. • ,will be the Democratic 
nominee. T don't see whe i t where or how 
tho opeainR f oi Juomo appearr . * « 

Well, nritl.er dj I. I'm int as sure 
as Hr, Bro.ier (In an u^printed portion) 
t ha t Cu^ino wints I o run ; but even if he 
dor 3 1 ' i-.jree that it * s too late , the 
field is already full of strong and con- 
tinually i mprcving goo^ people . I could, 
as avowed It ftidt, vote for any of the 
six ; I prefer the strong 1 tberal 1 an of 
Jackron to the model a ted version t**at uore 
eaponaeit, bu' any and all would b* better 
tlian .th" right: -wing lunacy of any of the 
likely Hepjblicans* Nevertheless, I do 
h&\ & prt f erences t and predic + i one ; In my 
view, iff* going to be either Dukakis the 
urban 1 i berv> 1 , or Babbitt the populist . 
A third possibility* a kind of ctobs be- 
tween the others, in Simon. Any will be 
pa I stable to me * my private preference is 
the eminently rational Bruce Babbitt. 

I would, however, suggest that there 
are two other people - neither of them 
in the nmnis.g, one in fact ineligible - 
thn t I woulr* prefer over any of the possible 
candidates mentioned. In order of prefer- 
ence, they are: 

1 * J immy Car t or 
?, Neil Kinnock 
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GflMK 1986AFv.106 - Return J, Meigs, Jr, (Rather -Silly 2,75) - 

...will return (heh heh) by flyer within five days. I'm revising the 
rules, waiting for second opinione on a whole series of protests. Finding a 
new -Soothsayer (hi, Pete) 3, and mainly under a whole batch of pressure and 
under the gun on time and too bloody busy to worry about this idiotic thing* 
But never fear: Let me get the basic issue posted, and I'll get to this 
outrageously complex game by the following week-end, »», 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // I i // // // // // // 
GAME US (?) - Railway Rivals - "Anacreon" - startup 

This is the Isle of Man map , was supposed to have run in Hip Gooch' a 

subline "Transatlantic Railway However * it now appears that Rip has not 
proceeded as planned T and so I * d like to take it over and get i t under way. 
This will also give me the chance to name a game after Luigi Cherubini's 
finest opera (as ide t of course, from "He dee, " the only well-known one ) - 
at the rate we 1 re going, I'm going to have to switch to some other composer , 
as we * re rapidly running out of Cherubini names* Donizetti next? That 
gives us almost a ixty 1 

Anyway - players are John Colledge, Robin ap Cynan, Brian Longstaff and 
Hi chard Walker dine* BY RETURN HAIL please advise your preference of colour, 
company name , and hex by which you wish to exit Douglas* (Hmm* . .maybe we 
should switch to Rossini operas* eh? I once won an audition with an aria 
from the obscure Rossini opera "Robert Bruce, 11 taking the part of Douglas — 
but of eoure* "Robert Bruc*" io in French , thus Douglas is pronounced "dorj- 
GLAH," whereas on this map it's "DUHQ— luss, " which isn't the same*...) 




(Opening theme of my priae- winning aria from Roe sin i r e last opera, 
"Robert Bruce , 11 1846 - in actuality a pastiche assembled by the Master's 
pupils from hia earlier works. This particular aria is a revision of a 
piece from "La Donna del Lago" ("The Lady of the Lake"), composed 1819* 
The original is for tenor. 




J .' 
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GAME 1935Mrb33 - Richard M. Johnson ( 'Gunboat') - interim 

I regret that this game mua t go on brief hold owing to a mass ive error 

last time - the result of a miseompila t ion of John Walker's old issues, as 

provided by Paul Hileweki, into my own statistical system. (In other words, 
I didn't double-check. ... ) 

Last time, Austria was credited with eight centers and Turkey also with 
eight* Two of Austria's were Naples and Rome . However, you will notice that 
there are Turkish units Bitting splat in the middle of both of those places. 
This makes it tough for the supply centre chart to be right, . . . 

So - CORRECTION. After Fall 1907, Austria removes one J Turkey builds 
three. Corrected builds and Spring 1908 (revised as needed) clue on the 
deadline stipulated. 

In a way, it's just as well. There is very good reason to believe that 
one move was lost in the sudden postal forwarding that occurred recently. 
Some thi ng Jean sa i d . . . I can't tell you what , because i t would serve to 
identify one of the players* but it triggered a Btrong suspicion that one 
se t of orders was delivered to my old house and aec iden tally misplaced* 

I will tell you this much on other subjects: All draws were voted down, 
and the proposal to convert the garne to Regular was likewise sitiershed. And 
one of the anti-conversion votes was labelled * perpetual. ■ Does that ans- 
wer that? 

Look - I'm sorry for the stall. It was probably inevitable that some- 
thing had to go awry in this hasty move. I'm sorry you were the victims, 

///////////////////////////////////// 

GAME 1966Arb32 - Schuyler Colfax ('Gunboat 1 ) - Spring 1908 

ENGLAND) a ber s ruh-iiiun , a atp— inoa . a run— mun * a Ion -be 1. f eng a 
pic-bre. f nth c lon-bel. f wes s ITA por-spa* f mid-gas *. f kie 
s ber* f bal yells at Black Sea fleet. f pic-bra* 

FRANCE : a gas s bre . a bur n mun, a mun s bur. f spa bc -> mid . f bre 
a spa-mid * 

ITALY : a tyo-ven * a ven-apu . f tun- ion * f nap b ven-apu . f por-spa sc. 
RUSSIA: a. mos s war . a war 5 jnos. 

TURKEY ; a vie-tyo . a ser-tri , a tri-ven. a apu a ion-nap , a aev s RTJS 
mos . a con-rum. f aeg a gre-lon» f adr s tri-ven. f bla c con-rum* 
f ^re-iOJl t f jon-nap , 

RETREATS : Ita a ven to pie, tus, rom, o.t.b. Fre f spa to mar, lyo* 
o* t .b . Fre f bre grunched • 

VOTED CONCLUSION PROPOSALS FOR FALL 190S: (1) R/T draw; (2) T win. 
In the absence of nays , one yea passes ; however, any nay vetoes. If both 
pass t the one with fewes t survivors triumphs* 

BUSSIA TO WORLD: Okay, bo I am not Eric. But I thought I might fool you for 
a bit, especially since Daddy keeps on eaying how badly short of etandbys he 
is. Wy^, Jfiterfc. 

JAMU1: Short of etandbys? No chancel After all, now that you've told the 
truth, I still have Eric! (Oh, and by the bye, for for^inp; Eric's name last 
time, no dessert for a week! ) 



.13 JJ., 



TUHKEY TO RUSSIA; 

three-part harmony . ) 
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£ko you the way you «rc 



Sung in 



JftMUL; Well, heck, if you're gonna sing It that way, let's at least write 
it that way: 



i 








K — i 1 1 
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r uk£ y\>« rt^r rwr way y*u f toy flrtl£ ) 



TURKEY TO ITALY j We pledge no disruption of your country. Our forces are 
passing through to get into position to repulse the treacherous English and 
fanatical French. 

ST. PETERSBURG TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE: I will continue to attack Moscow, like 
Sevastopol ia doing to the south* Meanwhile, you can take Warsaw and Moscow 
armies and attack Rumania. If you do this, I won't send in a new army* you 
should keep Mos AND War and build one extra! 

ROME TO PARIS: After all the trouble I've caused you, you 1 re only offering 
20 t OOO francs? I'm insulted? I'm easily worth twice that much.... 

FRANCE TO RUSSIA! I an sure that Turkey will not be attacking you, when he 
sees how hard you are attacking the English mendicants in Germany! Hold out, 
you deserve i 1 1 Our special commando a quad is now on its way to London to 
offer you protection while they bring you here! 

ENGLAND TO ITALY t Hope we finally got you into Spain! In the fall, I'd like 
you to support my F Wes-Tyn. I will not attack Rome, Naples or Tunis, but 
only wish to help you against the Turk. 

TURKEr TO ENGLAND: The Mediterranean is too far from home for you. Go 
back to bed and pull the covers up over your head* 

RUSSIA TO TUHKEY AND/OR ENGLAND: If you want my centers, you have to come 
and get them, (N.B.: This is not an invite!) 

ENGLAND TO FRANCE : What was that about your ability to hold me back forever ? 
I wasn't aware forever came in 1908„ Your tower of 'prisoners,' consisting 
of three English nuns and one British postman, will soon fall. You will 
finish fifth, while I'll be eating Bangers in the Louvre with my fingers I 

TURKEY TO FRANCE i Prepare the boulllabaiee for me. I like it hot and epicy. 
Have it ready in Marseilles by Spring 1910 at the latest. 

PARIS TO THE SULTAN: We could use some of your 'very willing servante' to 
help knock out some more of thoae 'wops* who have turned into 'gofers 1 for 
the English! and we know that you will soon sink the English fleet in the 
Med. 

ENGLAND TO TURKEY: Next? 



TO: The f.ultan 

Flit* 1 . : Hi ^ mast Lryal and Obed tent fietretarj 
LOCATION : taat cog it of Italy 

I hav*r arrived in Italy ycj ordered. Your 

voy«d jrtt* h^re from the capital i.i only onr eeason, 
th« ovtu'l and route. 

Yo'-ir .-^r.iiic y P"**e %repar j tc 
th> Italian ruler pr fely ii 1 !■■ ti i, 
r-»l*-i • Cur tr'jftTj'- havt ioun< * l*e 
MoLt o! the rtii ii ^ rp in the Ita 1 ^.an 



most ef f ic ient navy con* 
a vent Improvement over 



"urKiah ti ">ops. 
Italian 
f-r our 
Vc 

Va l i ^tir 
Suz.an.ne 



marrh on Romt * I ^ave your invitation for 
and have b-_ gun crafting one for the French 
I fcalian populace to be very friendly, 
army, fighting off a combined French and 



'Trip r*i.iaininj; w(jm?n lave enthusiastically greeted our 
ic he'-e encountered no res is t ence bo far. An unofficial 
eit iflisary ha; t o J '. rnn t ha t. the J tal ian gov era men t would vast ly pre — 
ocfupat ■ on to . hat of Prance or Snpl "*n<i* 

:r loy^l trM.pfi are ncv nn rchi r r to victory. Wo will d is man tie the 
in i sh J p i * t r . Con;- *■& nt inopl e as a pre sen t for you and Princess 



/ ' ///'////////////'////////////// 
.ind juh %. to prove ■*- ^a t t hinga do indeed move quickly in a * speed * game • 
ALL BABA l Hallway J. i vain, Yorkshire) - Round Three, throwa 

YORKIE RAILS (Doug Brown, brown) r 3a s < Huddersf ield > - kh6 - B^6; (Hex- 
boruuyh.) - F9 - Rotnerham . 3b: (Hotherham) - Cy - Sheffield . 3c r 
C Poncastei - ET7. 

WALLACE EXPRESS (Melinda Bolley, blue): 3a: (c6o) - F6l - York - Q63. 
3b: (II**) - 118. 3c; (118) - 119 - Goole; (063) - G65. 



OOF CP: j1 "ardr.r- , greer 



3".: 



(D-wsbtiry) - C^+7 - D^6 - D^5 - Halifax! 



05^{ 'NT?) - Seiry^^lfc) , J13- 



3c : ( Dewsbury ) - 



REVENUE: 

WALLACE: 38 16 {York) +6 (Goole) +P (Oof, N17) = 52 # 

OOF: 31 '6 (Halifax) +6 (Hebden) -3 fvillaoe, M 7 J = M. 

YO^KIE: 51 + 6 Cfiotherham) +6 (Sheffield) = 63_» 

Note: Wallace 1 • builds slightly attenuated owing to a misread of the 
throws as three si.:es : nst*ad of the (*iven 6-4-^. 

Round four uiu-BB will be due )stub i: :h 30* 1987 - Friday, And thrown for 
Hound Four will be ^-?_if. 

////////////////////////////////////// / 

TO DA Y t juat beford I cloned t.hia i.-gu* down apd sent it off to pr*uo t I 
received wh«t I ai.i i-ol^ is an advance on a ruhzine to appear in orint eoon. 
It's called "Reality Check," and emanates from Steven Clark, 5^25 S« Wootilawr, 
#3-3, Chicago, 1L 60^-15, Steve tells u a that he will be printing this thine 
«S a subzine to k A WHOM THOUGHT, which 1 don 1 t get nnd have never be for* heard 
of. Still, biiSfid on the flx.cerptf. of Steve ' n eauay which T will quote Here- 
inafter, 1 L might be worth an enquiry; certain ly iteve 1 ; writing style and 
eensu ol the arcane ii q v t tb c laaslo. 



There follow several excerpts from Mr. Claris "Reality Check" essay, 
followed by a photocopy of his cover letter complete with personal p.e. 

"I would like to call a reality check on the entire hobby. I've seen 
entirely too many examples of people taking themselves and their gameB way too 
seriously* 

"I would like to call a reality check on Gary "Mouth of the South" 
Cough lan* ..Gory, believe it or not , seems to take the Runes tone Poll more 
seriously than Linsey* Gary is extremely upse t and now re fusee to answer 
Linsey • b letters simply because Bruce made the mistake of rating Gary's 
folded '&ine. 

"I would like to call a Reality Check on Conrad von Metzke , who spent 
so much money on his * aine that he actually wi ped out his c hi Id r ens * t rust 
fund, and then told everyone on his sub list about his personal problem in 
graphic, self-indulgent detail. He is easily able to afford to send everyone 
an original Bolivian stamp, yet can't seem to find the grocery money. Appar- 
ently* Conrad is go emotionally tied to the hobby that every letter he receives 
which contains any kind words whatsoever causes him to stop typing in order 
to get a handkerc hief to wipe his eyeB with* 

"I would like to call a reality check on Bob Sacks, who accuses a mild- 
mannered old man like Fred Davis of sending death threats to people • Coma 
on , Bob* Bob * e terribly upset because he doe en* t have a monopoly on giving 
numbers to games. It's good that little things don't bother Bob. 

"I would like to oall down a reality check on Bruce Linsey, who has to 
put out 80 pages o f analysis about a poll 011 game newsletters • Is there 
really a need for a "Hobby Health Index" or "Longevity Points'* or hopelessly 
corny Carly Simon lyrics? Only to people who believe that all of this has 
a profound impact on the world**. . 

"1 would like to call a reality check on Melinda Hoi ley . Melinda , I 
am told t plays in something like seventy games. Melinda, don * t you have 
anything better to do7 Do you have time to cook, or are you reduced to 
ordering pizza every night while you write Dip moves 7" 

It goes on. And on. And on. And it eventually reminds of ST Aft TREK 
ONE in its incessant repetition of the same basic theme * 

Whatever would motivate a person, of whom I've never heard » to write 
such a thing? I dunno. it can be taken as biting satire, or it can be 
taken as vicious offense. I prefer the former, and will so interpret it t 
though I think perhaps it goes a little far. To boot, some of the factual 
data are inaccurate: It was an Austrian, not Bolivian, stamp; and at no 
time did 1 remark having absconded with money for food. In fac t , this whole 
blurb seems to be nothing more than an exaggerated parody based on a desire 
to hurt. 

But, I said I was going to take this in the more charitable vein, as 
satire (albeit overdone) rather than vitriol. Still, I am inclined to do a 
* reality check * on the author himself. Why was this important to you? If 
you sincerely feel that some of us take things too seriously , why do you 
take that too seri ously? Do you truly feel motivated to redirect our lives, 
or are you just by nature a complete boor^ 

Oh well. It could be worse* At least the fellow is literate.-.. 

it *t it *1 r I ! 5 1* 1 i il ?t !i iS 11 '1 !! ! 1 ! i !i t ! t! ! t IX ft t ( • ' SI 

BEGINNING NEXT ISSUE, Costa will carry results of the PBEH game I'm 
running - thus merging postal and electronic gaming I Anot her hobby first , 
brought to you by the founder o f postal Dip. . . * 



t*2 

{ (Cover .lettei to Steve Cl^rk'u ms trnif icent assay as referred to on 

the pr ?vi o us iage » lio te t h ^ extend'. 1 lev »1 of so ial rrace employed , ) ) 



Hello Subject of Reality Check, 

I aendim Lliis to you -=n you clon *t heat ab^u; it aec-^n^ hand, which 

would *>e uncjol . The h ^bfc.y i *> full of trends, and a pjiginq oc reotderint, of 
piioiif iea aL.ioncra.. h^bhv pdiHcipatiLa is nleaLly a neceSSiLy . Hopefully, it 
±3 irt_-t t-.oo l^t*s fa- you.** 

Since re J v r 




Steven Clark 

5425 3 woodlat-n #3b 

Chicago, IL 6061J> 



^ * And -Tfi a mr- t t - - f fg ci , t are =i few comments ii; here that make 

some ff, :n'et' 1 lie v.-.;- m\r..* the Lerma in vfl.i^i: they're c^ach«d. Many of tie do 
£0 too far ovcrhoi.rd .ti w^?t is *»*~ter all, a re^reatJonj I have been one 
of the worst c fiend j re in my lay, though f in^ ly nn longer. 

C ( But. if Mr- Clark qalla u poii ua over do ere to examine our motives t 
T" thini: it would rto nim well to examine hip own for hie unusual efforts. 
1 1 * e or.e Lhiup: tn express c oncern privately to a friend , or in general 
puL li- terms as a sort of warning to iiovicee, etc, Gut this approach is 
be s t coun ter-praduc Live* and at wor£ t blood;- rude ! 

( U-'r. ''lark doe^ ( iiow^vfr, have one tellingly va\id paragraph which 
©eye (of feifiively t of cuurue) what I've wanted I. o say nicely for years, 
b?it haven't had the (5a 11: 

,r l would like tc call a -eneral real! ty check on anyone who gete mid 
Rbout ^"olds. ormeone who decides that living a re.il life ia more important 
thsn running g^nes shoul d really have his Lead examined , huh guys" Pub- 
ilfiher^ linally decide t hp t spending all their free time and disposable 

ir.come on a news letter ipn't ribht, and subbers get pissed off. I can't 
bflievp that people actually write nasty betters demanding their 85 or $10 
or whatever b-ick from a publisher who rri^ht loee ten tinea that much each 
issue . . . • 

( (v^ll ^aid, if overly harsh. I do think folding publishers at the 
very Vast have an obligation to notify peonie of whit they'r 11 doinp t but 
bej ohd t li at, i - : r. Clark if? i^uite correct that the 'real w-Tld' ought always 
to overrule the 1 fantasy 1 ono. To inji.ct anuthe" of Mr, Clark's points 



^3 



in an earlier excerpt , e tea ling from Jean 1 e food money to pay for "The 
Convoluted Cessowary" just isn't sane behaviour, 

((Oh well* Maybe Mr. Clark's motive wasn't hurt after all* Maybe he 
only used that as a tool to accomplish another motive : controversy . Well f 
sir, you have your wish, if that wnrs your aim. Howe ver, 1 really have no 
great desire to pursue this either publicly or privately r unless you can 
somehow find the means to tone down the excesses* Y. ou' re welcome to re ply t 
but only if you calm down - and only three issues hence,)) 

GAME 1986AFv,jo6 - Return J, Meigs, Jr, ("Rather Silly 2,75") - stall 

This game will be held by for just a few days , and will appear very 
soon under separate cover . Many charges have been levelled over mismanage- 
ment of t he rules , and I have to aort these mat te re out and f if need be , 
revise my position on several items. Among the matters in dispute are 
the interpretation of the Siamese Units rule, the question of whether 
the Doctor may retreat the Tardie along with the fleet, and where the 
actual border of Corfu comes in. 

We also have a new Soothsayer: Pete Gaughan, 31^1 East Park Row Dr., 
#165, Arlington, TX 76O10-.37 1 * 1 ** lt really ie divine justice that Pete 
enters the game ; he wanted to be an original player but was excluded owing 
to a variety of silly communications errors - and then he requested standby 
status t and T mis filed his bloody request J So when he reminded me recently , 
I dug out his original letter^ made myself do several hours ' penance , and 
kicked him Into the f irs t slot that came up. 

Welcome, young newly wed gentle person* And is it true that your sur- 
name is pronounced the same as that of the villains in "Pete's Dragon" - 
the Gogans? 

////////9?9999*°////////?9999999///// / / 

TETTER TO THE EL>lTOK + "Tlie Los Annies limes," Oct.* ?0, 1^87 

"Governor George Deukioo j tan { ( of California 3 ) has t rul 5 struck a blow 
for the family by signing legislation requiring pregnant teen-agers to obtain 
parental consent to have an abortion, but the blow was misdirected. The 
penalty, 3D days in jail and a 11,000 fine, is directed at the doctor who 
performs the service. If the intent, as supporters have contended, is to 
■encourage 1 communication between teen-agers and their parents, wouldn't it 
make more sense for the penalty to be applied to the pregnant teen? Is it 
not she who has failed to communicate? Why should the doctor be held re- 
sponsible? 

"But why wait until the teen-ager is pregnant? It would be a logical 
extension of this legislation to make it a crime, a felony perhaps , for a 
teen-ager to fail to in form her parents of the intent to have sexual inter- 
course » The parents f who may have missed previous opportunities to do so, 
would then be able to provide appropriate instruction in moral values and/ 
or the met hods of birth control. 

"In fairness , criminal sane t i ons should also be applied to parents who 
fail in their duty to provide sex instruction to their children. Perhaps 
special pri sons could be bull t so t ha t whole families could all be locked 
up together. Ju.st think what thi E could do for family togetherness and 
open cOramunicat ion. 



:! Of course, E^ris sac-ific~ of perc:nal and family prlvnrty would be 
aeuesG-ry to ?nf= rce tliene laws, but 1 1 m cure ve would -11 be happy to give 
up a l T ttle pr*.7ac lot th.: snke ol st"on^e ■ familiep. Besides, Judge 
Robert BorK ha- alrcai?^ toll ura tl.at we iiavr n-j ccnstitt'tional right to 
privacy in tl.^ fiJSi. plies, if tH-5 staf.e has - legitimate r-i faht to legi- 
h 1** te thi ii at wr e of rele ti jnflli i ps 'etwe en paren t ; and c ni Id re n » it muF-t hive 
th*> tool-5 to xercjet *-hin rii_^h< ." 

Patrick T r T.aFollette 
Hifhl.;nd "ark, California 



( ( I n t e res 1 1 rig * And i t aip kee oti ^ wonii fr, T have no sped f ics ■ of 
coi ree- 1 ns_d the ihxnr, *fi th * cuff j«r t at y^u uiJ - but +he name of 
tho writer makes ont stdiirt up and take ;ot* . Is t :i^ gjnt any '"elation 
to TriE LaFoll ette family of libertarian-s^yle politician j from Wiscunai n'* 
r*p-atdleE,G» T wholly concui witli the letter's eep l ijn^nta \ a-id whethT t he 
author 'n implied ;.erita^e _; s act-'a? or c oinc ide .t taH , I jurtget t that hi.i 
name putb iii"' in excfllen. company.!) 

/////////////////// 

GAME 1^6tfY^fg4 - WilEon ^. ^is<5el ("W,W. IITb") - interim 

Yet arother game delay, but this one only momentary- Results will 
b^ tram mi '■ted either an inrert -ith this, or as ^ supplement wi tiiin a 
coupl' oi r'ays. I nimbly didn't call Davi l when ± shoulu have* I will. 
But meanwhile ^ file mint ret to tVie tirii^ ier' h tomorrow, or we're looking 
a^ anrther ■'elay^a dcadl ine ... 



///////////////////////////////////// 

f nti in noncl ue i on to this iBGUe t a few words about t he sub jec t of its 
cover* 1'r, Migue 1 ilidilgo ia genera' ly credited with be ing the 1 F» t her of 
Mexican Independence * ' and it i'~ from Hidalgo's ringing of a church bell 
and subsequent declaration on th^ churcb steps cf Mexico's Autonomy — on 
September 16, 1810 - that Mexican independence in commonly dated, Mexicans 
refer to Pidalgo'a speech as "El Grito" - "The Cry" - and celebrate its 
anilivr re£ ry as t he ir lay o f Inde pendence - 

We ere more than a month late in honouring this day via a dedicatory 
if=sue of COST A , but no matter; it took Hidalgo's successors uany years to 
achieve their airr»s, i '"i sure they would allow us a few uhort weeks to make 
Our memorial „ 




TOP WORLD LEADERS 
Photo by Doug Brown 
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I VIVA EL GRITO! 



This issue of COSTAGUANA is dedicated to one of my very best friends - 
she lives about 20 miles away and is as warm and generous and friendly as 
can be imagined* That friend is the Republic of Mexico. 

Par t oo many Yanquis do not know Me xi c o * They • ve heard rumours and 
believed them, or they ■ ve looked only in the atypical border tourist towns. 
To many gringos « Mexico means filth t poverty, prostitution, drugs, stray 
dogs, unsanitary water, and a willingness to perform backbreaking labour 
for one-fiftieth of the salary that we would pay to an 'American. ' 

Actually, every bit of this is true. The problem is that it is only 
true in isolated pockets of the nation, and under certain special con- 
ditions. And it is Just as true of the U.S. ; we just don't see it here, 
because we don* t go as tourists to poor towns in our own country . Instead, 
we cross the border into Tijuana or Kexicali or some other Mexican city, 
and we see a few adverse things, and we express superficial pity and go 
bone glad that we 1 re so "men better off ( = 'better' inherently) than the 
poor peasants we 've Just escaped* 

But, my friends, Mexico Is ever so much more, and If you miss seeing 
the beauty and only gaze on the pockets of squalor, you are the loser. 
Mexico is_ beauty; Shining beaches, unlimited flowers, lush fores tat ion 
in the south. Mexico is warmth: From personal experience, I can tell 
you that if you will only learn ten words of Spanish and go into Mexico 
and use them, you will be mobbed by friendly people eager to help you learn 
more, and use what you have to best effect* Mexico is glorious art: The 
heritage of the Aztec and Maya nations, the mosaics and murals of Diego 
Rivera, the stunning music of Carlos Chavez, the Magnificence of handmade 
jewellery in onyx, turquoise and silver* Mexico is history t From the 
pra-S parish Indian ruins of Yucatan to the sources of civilisation that 
wended" their way north into southwestern 'America' and gave so much to 
California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas* Mexico is pride and valour: 
Against the legendary bravery of such as Nathan Hale and John Paul Jones, 
Mexico can easily place her own heroes: Father Hidalgo (on the cover) t 
Benito Juarez, the boys of Chapultepec* . • • 

However. Above all else, Mexico is human warmth* It could easily be 
argued that the people of Mexico are among the most giving, most open on 
the face of this planet* X have been there; I've seen it, and felt it| 
and I can testify to it. I've had field workers, trying to earn a living 
on piece-wages, drop everything to rush to help get my car out of the 
sand - and refuse payment for itf I've had a man offer to spend his last 
t wen ty pesos on repairs for my overheat ed car - only t o have the re palrman 
refuse payment from both of us; I've sung opera in Mexico, to be greeted, 
not just by the customary applause, but also by a spokesman for the whole 
audience coming onto the stage to offer a public thank-you for the honour 
we had done t I 've asked directions of a stranger on the street, only to have 
them - instead of pointing - walk with me to my destination, and offer to 
buy me a drink en route * . • . 

The United States - 'America' (though we often forget that Mexico is 
part of 'America* too) - is a fortunate nation* Unlike many places, we have 
two neighbours that I wouldn't trade for (as we say) 'all the tea in China.* 
Most 'Americans* would agree without question with this assessment of 
Canada, hut they'd likely balk at a similar view of Mfixico* Too bad. 

Try to know Mexico as I have known her; it will be your gain - though, 
as usual, the Mexican people will insist that it is their gain.... 



